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We are verily guilty concerning our brother * * * therefore, is this distress come upon us. 
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if any one doubts the ready subserviency of some 
of our leading prints, to enter into the service of the 
slave-holders, in their present assault on the freedom 
of speech and of the press, let him read the three 
following articles :—the first two containing the de- 
mands, the latter the response of the editor of the 
New York Evening Star. Unblushing as must be 
the man, who has the hardihood to make such propo- 
sitions, as those contained in the “ act to secure to the 
several States a more effective control over their slaves” 
—even he, we doubt not, must be purblind, if he 
does not already perceive, the flagran y, of such 
dough-face-ism will meet with its merited rebuke, 
from an indignant and insulted people. Whata 
strange anomaly does it preseni, that one, who like 
the editor of the Star, seems to have no regard 
whatever to the principles of freedom, should be | 
cherished by any party in a country, boasting itself, 
to be the free-est on earth! 


{From the N. Y. Evening Slar.} 
Georgia. 


Copy of a letter from Milledgeville, 18th Septem- 
ber 1835. | 

For the manly efforts you are making in behalf of 
the South to put down the Abolition Fanatics of the’ 
North, we are indebted to you much. 

Those men (devils they are) surely are not aware 
of the horrible consequences with which their 
schemes are pregnant. They have the impudence 
to profess the christian religion, and at the same time | 
are exciting their fellow man to murder, rapine, and 
all the brutal-crimes of domestic insurrection. Sir, 
these men know not what they are doing, or if they 
do, they deserve instant death. 

Though they are far removed from us, still they 
must remember, that there is such a law as self-pro- 
tection. 

Ihave no doubt but what there are those of the 
South, yea thousands, who if driven much farther, 
will adopt the principle acted on by Napoleon, when 
the gens d’armes entered the Territory of the Grand 
Duke of Baden, and arrested and executed a Prince 
of the house of the great Conde. ‘The law of na- 
ture will bear us outin it. You have well said, that 
the evil must be put down in some way ; 1t is oblig- 
ed to be done, or this union will shortly be rent a8un- 
der. We cannot, and will not, much longer sub- 
mit tosuch interference. High as we prise the Jib- 
erty of the press, there is a liberty now taken with 
it that soon must cease, or our great and glorious 
Union must have an end, and that it will be remem- 
bered that “ the Union was.” 

Oui slaves constitute a property secured to us by 
the Constitution, and we are unwilling even at the 
expense of the Union, that it shall be interfered 
with,as is attempted by Tappan & Co. The regu- 
lation of them is a matter exclusively ourown. We 
consider those fanatics as directly attempting to de- 
stroy the lives of our wives and children; to bring 
upon the South one great scene of horror, desolation | 
and misery. Are we not then bound by all the sa-/ 
cred ties which bind us to families to have an end 
put to such a state of things. Your State has it 
fully in her power to pass laws to punish severely 
such of her citizens as are improperly interfering 
with our domestic policy. I have faith that New 

York at her next Legislative Session will do it; for 
the South cannot believe, until the contrary is shown, 
that the great body of your people look with any 
degree of allowance upon the wicked and cursed 
plans of the Abolitionists. 

Should the State do nothing for us, depend upon 
it,we will take the measure into our own hands, and 
the readiest way to put an end te it, to put to death 
the ringleaders by any means in our power. Means 
can be devised. Such would be an act of great pub- 
lic service and worthy of all imitation. 

I am a native of the South and have spent my 
life in the midst of a slave population; they do not 
thank any man to advocate the cause of abolition;— 
they are not wanting in sense to know that the course 
pursued by those misguided fanatics is well caleu- 
lated to render their situation worse. Many of us 
have on our farms and about our houses, slaves who 
would readily assist their master to tie up any of 
your Garrisons, T'appans or ‘Thompsons, and give 
them a few hundred well laid on. Can it be possi- 
ble, that the Jeaders of the abolition School know 
what would be the consequence of success in their 
prema we If they know not, will they not be- 
lieve us? if they do know and willingly and zeal-| 
ously continue th: ir exertions, to lay waste one of 
the fairest portions of the earth, what punishment 
do they deserve at the hands of our people? This 
is said in no spirit of menace, but it would be v.ell. 
for some of those disturbers of our peace and happi 
ness to reflect upon it. If the authors of all this | 
desired mischief would onl 








‘ 
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make personal excur-| 
sions to the South to promulgate their doctrines, we 
would save our Northern friends any trouble about 
them. Please, sir, continue your efforts, and know | 
that we have great confidence that your State will | 
scon do something worthy of herself in this matter. | 





| 
According to previous notice, a large and highly 
respectable meeting, of the citizens of Jefferson | 
county, was held at the Court House in the town ~ 
Elyton, on the 7th of September, 1835, The Hon.’ 
Walker K. Baylor, was called to the chair, and Bay- 
lies E. Grace, appointed Secretary. On motion, a 
committee of nine  hesen was appointed by the 
chair to draw up and report a preamble and resolu- 
“ons, expressive of the opinions of the meeting in 
telation to the conduct of the Northern fanatics, on 
the subject of slavery—which committee, after re- 
uring fora few minutes, returned and reported the 
following preamble and resolutions, which were 
Unanimously adopted by the meeting. 
ereas, many disaffected fanatics in the Eastern 
and middle States, have long labored to prepare the | 
Public mind for the purpose of emancipating our, 


Alabamas-Public Mecting. 





| 


| 





slaves; and whereas, as they have at length, public- 
ly and daringly avowed their flagitious designs by 
circulating among our slaves, certain incendiary pa- 
pers and pamphlets, of the most vile and inflamma- 
tory character, whereby they are seeking to uproot 
the very foundations of social order in our states, 
and set its elements in warring motion, fraught with 
results, at the bare imagination of which, humanity 
shudders. ; 

1. Be it therefore resolved, That this meeting ful- 
ly approve of the resolutions adopted by the citi- 
zens of ‘Tuscaloosa, Madison and Mobile counties; 
and that we heartily co-operate with them in all their 
proceedings in this matter. 

2. Be it resolved, That we cordially approve of 
the proceedings of the citizens of Charleston, S. 
Carolina, and Nashville, Tenn. 

3. Beit resolved, hat we will correspond, and 
cheerfully co-operate, with all individuals and bo- 
dies of men in all parts of the State, for the purpose 
of suppressing this wicked design. 

4. Be it resolved, ‘That we are determined to pro- 
tect our rights and property atall hazards, for which 
we pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and 
our sacred honors. 

5. Be it resolved, That we look with horror and 
abhorrence on the conduct of ‘Tappan, Garrison, 
Cox, and all other fanatics; and that we consider 
them as having forfeited all their claims on us as 
good citizens of these United States; conseqi en'‘ly 
we are determined to treat them and their accesso- 
ries, should we ever meet with any of them, ascom- 
mon enemies and traitors to their country. 

6. Be it resolved, That we entertain the kindest 
feelings for our brethren and fellow citizens of the 
non-slave-holding States, and do not include the 
majority, in the censures we bestow upon the fanatics 
and incendiaries among them, and we entreat them 
to give us their assistance in putting down those in- 
cendiaries, who are jeopardizing our glorious and 
happy Union. 

7. Beit resolved, That the Postmaster of this 
place, and others in the county, be requested to with- 
draw all abolition papers from circulation, sent to 
their respective offices, if directed to persons to 
whom ‘in their opini >ns, it would be improper to ex- 
hibit them. 

8. Be it resolved, ‘That the chairman of this 
mecting appoint forthwith, a committee of sixty-one 
persons, to be styled a committee of vigilance, the 
said committee to be divided into two divisions, and 
the persons belonging to said committee to be se- 
lected from the citizens in Jefferson county. 

9. Be it resolved, That the chairman and secreta- 
ry of this meeting, be requested to forward a copy 
of these resolutions to Arthur Tappan & Co. N.Y. 
for the purpose of informing them of the contempt 
we have expressed at this meeting, towards them 
and their accomplices. 

10. Be it resolved, That the utmost caution be en- 


joined upon the several committees in the discharge 


of their respective duties, and especially in convers- 
ing on the subject of emancipation in the hearing of 
persons of color. 

11. Be it resolved, That the thanks of this meet- 
ing are due to the Hon. Judge Baylor, for the able 
discharge of his duties of president of this meeting 
and the dignity with which he has presided. 

12. Resolved, also, That the thanks of this meet- 
ing are due to Baylis E. Grace, for the able dis- 
charge of his duties as secretary of this meeting 

13. Be it resolved, That these proceedings be 
signed by the President and Secretary of this meet- 
ing, and that the Secretary is hereby requested to for- 
ward a copy of these resolutions to the editors of 
the Flag of the Union, ‘Tuscaloosa; the editor of 
the Democrat, Huntsville; the editor of the Evening 
Star, and to the editor of the Christian Advocate, N. 
Y. for publication. 

W. K. BAYLOR, Chairman. 

B. E. Grace, Sesretary. 


Doughface response to the two foregoing articles. 
From the N. Y. Eve. Star. 
NORTHERN LEGISLATION. 

On our first page will be found the proposition for 
holding an anti-slavery Convention in this State. We 
are convinced from public and private sources, that 
the slaveholding states confidently rely on the pas- 
sage of laws by the Northern states, which shall put 


‘an end to the printing and circulation of incendiary 


pamphlets, and shall punish by fine and imprison- 
ment, every person engaged in this dangerous and 
exciting pursuit—no matter who the persons may 
be, or the ostensible motives by which they may be 
governed. ‘I‘hat the feelings and opinioms of seven- 
eights of the Northern people are against the fanatics 


—that they are sincere in all their public demonstra- 


tions ngainst them, cannot we think be doubted, 
but something more than regret—something more 
than indignation, or even sympathy, is required on 
our part. The time has arrived for action—for ex- 
hibiting in legal forms the power of the State Gov- 
ernments to punish those who endanger the safety 
of the confederacy; no matter how this danger is 
brought about—whether by open or secret invasion 
—whether by inviting servile war or recommending 
immediate abolition. On the principle of mutual 


protection and public welfare, we of the North are 


bound to punish those who disturb the peace and en- 
danger the tranquility of the South. It is not only 
the duty of each state to guard its own sovereignty 
and indepéndence, but to aid and assist each other, 
if the sovereignty, peace and happiness of any are 
invaded; to protect the weak againt the powerful, 
and to co-operate for the maintenance and perpe- 
tuity of that Union which was the sole object of the 
confederacy of states, and which cannot existif the 
rights of either are invaded or destroyed. As part- 
ners in the compact we are bound to stand by each 
other, in the same manner as general partners sus- 
tain the credit of their house—no manner in what 
part of the world the different members may reside. 

That a desire exists inthis state and some others 
to legislate on this subject; we are fully persuaded, 
but doubts and difficulties have arisen as to the mode 
of proceeding, and framing of a law which shall 
be prompt and efficient, while at the same time it 
does not invade the constitutional rights of the citi- 
zen. We have after much consideration, ventured 
to form a bill which we think will meet the exigen- 
cy of the case. 

AN ACT. 
An Act to secure to the several States a more effectual 
control over their Slaves. 


WHEREAS, the government of the U. States 
was formed in the spirit of harmony and good will, 
for mutual protection and benefit, and by the sacri- 
fice of various sectional interests: And, whereas. 


| the relation of master and slave exists in many of subject of colonial slavery. 


the states, the regulation of which ec nstitutes an 
important part of their domestic policy, and that 
relation is liable to be disturbed, and the peace and 
security of their citizens tobe put in jeopardy by 
the agency of individuals beyond their respective 
jurisdictions; Now, therefore, be it enacted by the peo- 
ple of the State y New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, and they do enact as follows, 


- | ject to indictment in every part of this country—the 


Section 1. All writings or pictures, made, prin- 
ted, or published, within this state, with a design or 
intent, or the manifest tendency whereof, shall be, to 
excite to, or cause insurrection, rebellion, riot, civil 
commotion, or breach of the peace, a 1.ong the slaves, 
in any part of the United States of America or with 
a design, or intent, or the manifest tendency where- 
of, shall be, to create on the part of the slaves an 
abandonment of the service, or a violation of the du- 
ty which the master has a legal right to claim, shall 
be deemed a MispEMEANoR; all persons who shall 
make, print, publish, or circulate, or shall subscribe, 
or contribute money, or other means, to enable any 
other person to make, print, publish, or circulate, 
any such writing or picture, shall be deemed guilty 
of the offence, and shal] be punished by fine or im- 
prisonment, or both, in the discretion of the Court. 

Section 2. Itshall be the duty of the executive 
of this State whenever a communication shall be 
made to him by the executive of any other of the 
United States, setting forth, that a citizen of this 
State has been engaged in publishing or circulating 
in any such State, any writing or picture, the mani- 
fest tendency whereof, shall be to cause or to excite 
to insurrection, rebellion, riot, or civil commotion | 
among the slaves of such State, gfo.transmit such 
communication with all proofs aecompanying the 
same, to the district attorney of the county, where 
such citizens shall reside; and it shall be the duty 
of said district attorney, to lay such communication 
before the grand jury, which shall next be summon- 
ed in said county, and it shall be the duty of said 
grand jury to examine such communication and 
proofs, and if they shall find thereupon, or upon ad- 
ditional evidence, that such citizen has been engaged 
since the passing of this Act, in publishing or c1cu- 
lating, eitheir personally or by an agent, within 
such other State, any such writing or picture, they 
shall so return to the court before which such grand 
jury was summoned, and thereupon such court shall 
take order for the arrest, safe custody, or forthcom- 
ing of said citizen, and the executive, of this State 
1s authorised upon the demand of the executive, ma- 
king such communication to cause such citizen to be 
surrendered and delivered up in like manner, as is 
provided in case of fugitives from justice, from any 
other State.” 

The above dra‘t of a law, if adopted by the differ- 
ent States; will give effectual security to the people 
of the Southern country. Jt has been prepared with 
care, and we think covers the whole ground. While 





\of the Philadelphia Library Company, 


ter 3,524,000 and this too in a season of great 
draught. ta 

Sir George Gray (Colonial Secretary) was of 
opinion that abolition had heen productive ef the 
happiest effects. A committee was then appointed 
ito inquire into the working of the apprenticeship 
system in the colonies, the condition of the appren- 
tices and the laws, &c., respecting them. 


committee of ten, be authorised to corres i 
the Rev. Nathaniel Pau], and request eee sm 
to them what amount of funds were collected by 
him for the education of colored youth in this coun- 
try during his late visit to Great Britain. 

Robert Purvis was added to the committee. 

Resolved, That as soon as the above committee, 
are prepared to report, a public meeting be called to 
— the same. 

n motion of Frederik A. Hinton, secon 

James Forten, jr. it was Resolved, That thie mere 
ing fully concur in the plan and propositions for the 
improvement of this, the 2d Presbyterian Church 
and do cheerfully recommend our esteemed friend 
and fellow citizen Stephen H. Gloucester their ap- 
pointed agent for collecting aid for the above named 
institution, and that the same be signed by the 
Chairman and Secretaries of this meeting. 
Resolved, That a vote of thanks be tendered to 
the trustess for the use of the church. 
Resolved, That the House adjourn. 
Attest—John C. Bowers and Robert Purvis. 





Wilberforce Settlement. 


The Philadelphia Evening Star, containing the 
following proceedings, has been forwarded to us by 
our esteemed friend, Mr. James Forten, of Philadel- 
i Phia. Whilst we regret that Mr. Lewis, should 


[have conducted in a fraudulent or suspicious maa- 


ben in relation to the donations of the benovolent, 
|for such a colony es that of Wilberforee—so much 


paeeding their faithful and wise application—we re- 
pose every confidence in the result to which the 
meeting have arrived. It is to be hoped, that the The Friends vs. Slavery. 

imposition practiced by Mr. Lewis, will not only bea| ‘The following is extracted from the Discipline of 
warning to the colonists themselves, but also to the | the Society of Friends. It is exceeded by nothing 
Benevolent. To the first, to have their agents fully | ® have seen, for comprehensiveness, simplicity of 
and properly accredited, and tothe last, not to confer , StYle, and soundness of principle. We commend 


their means on’persons who are not so accredited. {1 most heartily, in connexion with the practice under 
tt, to all the religious denominations of the country. 


NEGROES AND SLAVES. 


As a religious society, we have found it to be our 
ad I for the pur- indispensable duty to declare to the world, our be- 
pose of giving some expression as regards the ‘lief of the repugnance of slavery to the christian 
report now being circulated concerning Mr. Israel! religion. It therefore remains to be our continued 
Lewis and his subordinate agents, of obtaining ‘concern, to prohibit our members from holding in 
money from a benevolent public, to be appropri- ‘bondage our fellow men. And at the present time 
ated—as they profess—in aid of the Wilberforce we apprehend it to be incumbent on every individu- 
settlement, Upper Canada, but which has not been, ‘al, deeply to consider his own particular share in 
but to a very limited extent tendered to that object, ‘this testimony. The slow progress in the emanci- 
but used for their own convenience. _ |pation of this part of the human family, we lament 
The meeting was organized by calling Mr. James but nevertheless, do not despair of their ultimate 
Forten, to the Chair, and appointing John C. Bow- enlargement. And we desire that Friends may not 
ers and Robert Purvis, Secretaries. The object of suffer the deplorable condition of these our enslav- 
the meeting being stated by the chairman, atter some ed fellow beings, to lose its force upon their minds, 
remarks from several gentlemen present, it was throngh the delay which the opposition of interest- 
unanimously resolved, that there he a committee of ed men, may occasion in this work of justice and 
five persons appointed to obtain a suitable place, and mercy, but rather be animated to consider, that the 














At a large and respectable meeting of the people | 
of color, of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
held on Friday evening, May 20th, 1836, in the hall 





it will afford ample protection to those States where- 
in slavery exists, it preserves our own citizens from 
any severe or unjust prosecution. We have intro- 
duced the provisions of the bill bya preamble. We 
are aware that this form has been laid aside in the 
legislature of New York, but we consider that the 
reason, or cause of the Jaw should be set forth; that 
it should bear upon its front, evidence that it was 
passed in fulfillment of the spirit and intent with 
which the Constitution of the Union was adopted; 
and that no considerations of false humanity or mis- 
guided zeal, can induce the people of this State to 
violate that sacred instrument, either in its language 
or purpose. It will be perceived that the bill pro- 


the act done,is confined within the limits of this 
State, second, where the act done is within the lim- 
its of another State. The first class is reserved for 
the jurisdiction of our own courts. 

The description of the offence, and the discretion- 
ary character of the punishment does not go beyond 
the common law of libel. A libel is defined to be 
acensorious or ridiculing writing, picture or sign, 
made with a mischievous or malicious intent towards 
government, magistrates, or individuals.”” An offence 
of this general character is treated as a crime, sub- 


punishment thereof is committed to the absolute 
discretion of courts of justice, and necessarily so 
the publication may be such as to present the slight- 
est shade of offence, calling for a nominal fine or 
imprisonment, orit may be a deseription most wick- 
ed and inflammatory, requiring a punishment which 
shall strip the author or publisher of his whole es- 
tate, and canfine him so as to be deprived of all furth- 
er ability to do mischief—a fit example for persons 
in like cases offending. This section is broader in 
its terms than the one which follows. We consider 
that every act on our part which is calculated to 
disturb the relation between master and man, ought 
to be prevented—that the people of the Southern 
States ought not to be interfered with in this mat- 


vides for two descriptions of offence—first, where |. 


make the necessary arrangemeuts for a public meet- Jonger the opposition remains, the greater is the ne- 
ing. cessity, on the side of righteousness and bene 
Resolved, That Stephen H. Gloucester, James E. pean our steady perseverance in pleading their 
Matthews, Frederic A. Hinton, John C. Bowers, ' cause. 
and James Needham, constitute that committee. | Let us also, amidst our sympathy for the suffer- 
JAS, FORTEN »Sr., President. ,ers, not forget to cultivate those sensations, which 
John C. Bowers, R. Purvis, Secretaries. direct the mind in pity towards the deplorable state 
; . : of such men, whether in foreign countries or our 
Pursuant to public notices a meeting of the people own, as promote and execute, the tearing away of 
of color, was held in the Second Presbyte ian the Africans from their native land, as well as for 
Church on Wecuesday evening, May 25th, at which those who detain them in bondage: remembering, 
time a large assembly were in attendance, Mr. J. that they are men, equally interested with us, in the 
Forten, Sr. in the Chair. : rewards of futurity. Believing, therefore, as we 
Resolved, That the Rev. Morris Brown and John do, that a just and dreadful retribution awaits the 
Bowers, be appointed Vice Presidents. unrepenting and obdurate oppressor, at that awful 
The minutes of the last meeting were read. tribunal,"wheie sophistry will not prevail to excul- 
The foihoeing. peeorinle and resolutions offered pate; let us seek for, and cherish that disposition of 
by Frederic A. Hinton, were unanimously adopt:d. mind, which can pray for these enemies of human- 
Whereas, the revival of an old lawin Cincinnati, jty, and fervently breathe for their restoration to 
Ohio, inthe winter of 1829, requiring of the people soundness of judgment, and purity of principle. 
of color security for their residence in that state, in| In relation to this oppressed people, we earnestly 
a sum, and under circumstances wholly incompati- desire, that such of them as may be under the care 
ble with the means and condition of the people of of any of our members, may be treated with kind- 
color; and that in a season of the year as Inclement ness, and as objects of the common salvation, in- 
at the law was cruel, oppressive and unjust. With structed in the principles of the christian religion, 
persecution behind and suffering around, and want as well as in such branches of school-learning as 
and uncertainty before them, an individual, in the ' may fit them for freedom, and to become useful mem- 
stolen garb of philanthropy, addressed himself to bers of civil society. Also, that Friends in their 
their peculiar and painful condition; and in order to respective neighborhoods, advise and assist such of 
carry out more fully his knavish and corrupt de- them as are at liberty, in the education of their chil- 
signs, he insinuated himself into their confidence, ‘dren, and common worldly concerns. 
and obtained their recommendation to solicit from| If any inmembership with us, should hire slaves to 
the public, such aid as their pressing demand calls assist them in their business, it is the judgment of the 
for, both in their sojourning to, and their settlement yearly meeting that in so doing, such promote the 
in Upper Canada. His appeal was successful as unrighteous traffic, and oppose ourtestimony against 
has been evinced by his extravagant mode of living slavery. And where they cannot be prevailed upon 
ever since this fatal and misconfided commission.— to d-sist therefrom, monthly meetings are at liberty 
Being sustained in our opinion in regard to Israel to declare thsir disunity with them. 
Lewis, by a publication lately put forth by the board. If any of ourmembers should purehase slaves, to 
of managers of the Wilberforce settlement in Can- be liberated after a term of years, however they may 
ada, we say to the public, that we have not the re- be induced thereto, from an apparent motive of con- 
motest degree of confidence in said Israel Lewis, tributing to the cause of humanity; yet it is the 
or any of his appointed agents. Be it therefore judgment of the yearly meeting, that itis a practice 





ter. That is essentially a question for themselves | 
—they havea full knowledge of the whole sub- 
ject—they understand the wants, the infirmities | 
and the requirements of the black population 
and humanity, personal security, and self inter- | 
est, all effectually urge them to pursue a course | 
of treatment and adopt a system of laws fer their 
protection and well doing. ‘The rapid increase of 
this population at the South, affords strong evidence 
that they are not overworked, that they are well fed, | 
well clothed and sheltered, and well attended in 
time of sickness. Were the race diminishing in 
numbers, were they emaciated and short lived, 
and the children abandoned, there would be good 
reason to fear that humanity had forsaken the 
white men of the South, and the philanthropist 
might be justified in making a struggle in behalf of 
the descendants of Africa. As it is, we repeat, 
that we ought not, at the North, to agitate the 
question; and our legislature will be justified in 
passing laws to prevent our citizens from disturbing | 
the relation between master aud slave, or advising 
the latter to abandon their service. 

The second section applies to cases where our 
citizens engage in circulating, in the slave states, 
incendiary publications. This is an offence a- 
against the state where itis done. The crime is_ 
committed there, and the tribunals ought to have, 
control over the criminal. To prevent, however, | 
the unjust, or improper surrender of one of our own | 
citizens, his guilt must be ascertained by a grand | 
jury from his own vicinage—those who know hiin 
must first examine and pass upon the offence. And 
it will be cbserved, that this section does not apply 
to slight offences, but to cases where the publica- 
tion is made with the design. or has a manifest ten- 
dency to produce, insurrection, -ehellion, riot, or 
civilecommotionamong the slaves In concluding 
our remarks upon the bill, we may observe, that it is 
calculated to allay the justly irritated feelings of our 








rest or kidnap our own citizens, against law and 
without right. 


British Parliament. 

An interesting debate took place in the British 
House of Peat on the 22d March, upon the 
The pera of Ja- 
‘maica were especially complained of, as having re- 
‘sorted to trick ‘wid snpterfege, to obtain their part of 
the slave indemnity, and having obtained it, passed 
severe laws against the apprentices, 10 order to de- 
stroy the new system. So far from the apprentic 
ship system having injured the island, it 
that the year previous to this great change 
|port of sugar was 3,665,000 ewts., and the year af- 





'be requested to sign and publish this, the adopted 


‘to receive aid for any public purpose whatever, who 


southern brethren, and to preven‘ any attempt to ar-’ 


Resolved, That the following committee of ten be which ought to be discouraged ; believing that upon 
due teflection it will be found, that those do not sup- 
port a faithful testimony against slavery. 


opinion of this meeting, and forward a copy of the 
We believe also, that a proper regard to this tes- 


same to Arthur Tappan, Esq. New York; James G. 
Birney, Cincinnati; S. 8. Joscelyn of New Haven; timony, would lead our members to avoid acting as 
Wm. Lloyd Garrison, of Boston, and Gerrit Smith, executors or administrators to estates where slaves 
Esq. of Peterboro-—and our distinguished friends. |are bequeathed, or being accessary to any step 

: whereby their bondage may be prolonged. 

COMMITTEE. | The situation of those black people who have 
John Bowers, Sr. been held as slaves, by any of us or our predeces- 
Rev. Bishop Brown, James N- edham, sors, calls for our serious examination and en- 
Thomas Butler, John P. Burr, quiry, how far we are clear of withholding from 
Stephen H. Gloucester, Robert C. Gordon, Jr. them what, under such an exercise, may be open- 
Frederic A. Hinton, James Newman, ed to our view as their just right: and we ear- 
Robert Purvis. nestly and affectionately intreat those in particular, 
: ai who have released any of them, to attend to the 
Resolved, ‘That the above named persons be @ further manifestations of duty. Even if no such ob- 
standing committee, whose duty it shall be to re- ligations to this people existed” among us, it is wor- 

commend all such agents as may come to this city thy of our consideration, whether any object of be- - 
neficence is more deserving of our regard, than that 
of training up their youth in such virtuous princi- 
ples and habits, as may render them useful and re- 


James Forten, Sr. 


may be deemed by them worthy of confidence. Un- 
less the above be complied with, the public are re- 
quested to withhold their aid. ‘gpectable members of the community. 
Resolved, That we will acknowledge no person “ And further it is the conclusion of the yearly meet- 
or persons as agents forany object connected with ing, that if any of our members are concerned in im- 
our interest as a people whatever, unless he or they porting, selling, or purchasing ; or shall give away or 
have a written recommendation signed by at least transfer, any negro or other slave, with or withoutany 
five responsible persons, who in all cases must be other consideration than to clear their estate of fu- 
citizens of the place whence they caine. ture incumbrance, or in such manner that their bon- 
On motion, certain letters received by Mr John dage is continued beyond the time limited by law or 
C. Bowers, appertaining to this subject, were read: custom for white persons; and also, if any shall ac- 
On motion of Mr. John C. Bowers, and seconded cept of such gift or assignment, or the proceeds of 
by Mr. James Forten, jr. it was unanimously Re- the sale of such persons, they ought to be speedily 
solved, That we view with deep regret, the course treated with in the spirit of love and wisdom, in or- 
pursued (according to information received) by der to convince them of the iniquity of their condact; 
Israel Lewis and his subordinates, in obtaining and if, after christian labor, they cannot be brought 
money from a benevolent public, for the purpose (as to such a sense of their injustice, as to do whatever 
they assert) of pre, the colonists in the Wilber- the monthly meeting shall judge to be necessary, for 
force settlement of Upper Canada. According to the restoration of such slave to his or her natural 
reports received from said colonists themselves, and just ‘iberty, and condemn their deviation from 
they have failed to render returns but to a very limi- the law of righteousness and equity, to the satisfac- 
‘ted amount, and s'ould therefore be considered a tion of the said meeting, such ought to be disowned 
| disorace to the place that gave him birth, a disgrace as other transgressors are, for immoral, unjust, and 
his friends and asssceiates, adisgrace to the peo- reproachful conduct. 


:to hi | 
ple of color throughout the universe, and a disgrace 
to themselves. 
| On motion of Thomas Butler, seconded by Fred- 
‘erick A. Hinton, it was Resolved, That we are. 
‘determinded to publish to the world the names ' 
of all such persons 'as shall be found engaged in ob- 
taining money from a benevolent public on false 
"pretences, to arraign such persons before a proper 
tribuual, and do all in aap r 4 bare them prose- 
the utmost’extent of the law. 
“On thaion of Robert ng SN “ z- 
— jt was unanimously Resolved, Tha e 
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“i Persecution of O, Scott-—-Grand Finale, 
The Report of the committee appointed to — a Pes 
toral address to the Methodists throughout the U. States, 
the chairman, Dr. Bangs, on Thursday 
It contained a severe article on 
avery in the States, it said— 


was presented by 
morning the 26th May. 
abolitionism. Speaking of sl 
“« Whatever authority Congress may exercise over slavery 
in the District of Columbia and the Territories,” it has no 
power to touch the subject in the States,&c. 

As soon asthe Report was read, Mr. Early, of \ inginia, 
moved to strike out of it, all that related to the District of 
Columbia. He said the Report was perfect without it— 
that the Nation was divided on that question—and that the 
Committee on Slavery, [committee on the District of Co- 
liimbia, was Woubiless intended by Mr. E. Ed. Phil-] in 
the House of Representatives, had just reported, that Con- 
gress had no power to abolish slavery in the District. — 

Several other gentlemen from the South, spoke of stri- 
king out, and one of them said,—if the Report went to the 
world as a was, this feature in it, would be differently con- 
strued. ‘Some would infer, that the General Conference 
beliéved that Congress had power to abolish slavery in the 
District, and some would draw an opposite inference. 

Mr. Scott—said he would like to ask, whether he should 
anderstand Mr. Early as saying, that the committee in the 
House of Representatives, had reported that Congress had 
no power to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
and in the Territories. The chair stated, that this was 
what Mr. E. had said—but that he was mistaken. The 
committee referred to, had not expressed an opinion on 
that subject. [They have, and a strange one it would be 
in othertimes. ‘I’hey say in substance, that the expediency 
of continuing slavery in the District, is to the full, as obli- 
gatory on Congress, as if its perpetuation was provided for 
by the Constitution. Ed. Phil.] 

Well, continued Mr. Scott, the whole country, with few 
exceptions, are of opinion that Congress has power to abol 
ish slavery in the District. Many of the Southern mem- 
bers of Congress acknowledge this. But sir, this Report 
expresses no sentiment on that subject—and, why this dis- 
position to avoid any allusion to slavery in the District of 
Columbia? If this\part of the Report should be struck 
out, an impression will be made, that we believe the entire 
responsibility of the continuance of slavery in the District 
of Columbia and the Territories, stands on a different 
ground from what it does. We ought to contribute to 
keep up this distiaction. No harm can grow out of it— 
and by doing so, we shall avoid being misunderstood. I 
have been sorry to see such a disposition in the General 
Conference, when the subject came up, to keep slavery in 
the District and in the Territories out of sight. Why is 
this? 

Mir. Roszellsaid, he was aslonished at the remarks of 
the brother last up. He was indeed a strange anomaly 
in a Methodist Conference. He did not think God ever 
suffered another such a man to be connected with such a 
body ;—his conduct was ridiculous. [we believe, such con- 
duct as was observed to Mr. Scott, is well fitted for dis- 
connecting him and all others who value religious liberty 
more than ecclesiastical power, from ‘‘ sucha body.” Ed.] 

Mr. Paine, of Alabama said he hoped no brother would 
disgrace himself by replying to Mr. Scott. [The chair 
here cried, “‘ no personalities !’""] 

It is to be remembered that Mr. Scott, took the ground 
occupied by the committee that had made the Report—one 

of whom was a slave-holder. The other members were 
Dr. Bangsand Mr. T. A. Morris. For advocating the Re- 
port as the committee presented it, Mr. Scott was denounc- 
ed as if he had been guilty of some enormous offence! 

Mr. Winans—said the brother from New-England had a 
right to his opinions—and also to express them. His man- 
ner, compared with old Mr. Roszell’s, was mili. He was 
for striking out &c. 

The committee came together and agreed to strike out 
what related to the District of Columbia. The passage 

struck out by them was those offered as an amendment by 
Mr. Hoag, of the Oneida Conference—but it was lost, 31 
voting for it and 71 against it. Mr. Husted of Maine, then 
proposed an amendment recognising slavery as an “ evil” 
—in the very words of the Methodist Disciplfhe. This 
was rejected by a majority, so large that the vote was not 
counted. 

So the General Conference refused tovexpress any senti- 


“ment against slavery. 





LETTER FROM GEORGE STORRS. 
On board Steam-Boat, Ohio river, 
May 27th, 1836. i 
Dear brother Birney—When I saw you night be- 
fore last, I did not think of leaving Cincinnati with- 
out seeing you again. Circumstances which I will 
not stop now to detail, led me to determine to leave 
yesterday morning at 9 o’clock. 1 had not one mo- 
ment to see you previous to going on board the 


Sey, Bes given of his second lecture. On last 
Sabbath morning the minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in that village, informed his 
Congregation what the General Conference had ad- 
vised in their Pastoral Letter, on the subject of abo- 


—* i ; « s' 
no other apology to make fora sermon, that seems 


to have disturbed the anti-abolitionists,so mueh. 
<V ourssithe & Liberty 
ey i maaall an of a ¥ TORRE: 





% . - ,) ar Sees > 
'yo the Bishops and Members in General Confere| jijonism—that the members of that chure should 


s ene tneinnati. . 2a va A gle 
ence convened at Cincit have nothing to do with it, ‘To this the ininister 


; 


i ‘ , ; re 1 4 , ’ 
We, the undersigned, members of this General Con-) added his own advice,—thal they should not attend 
ay Lave the prt- 





’ . RIE ‘oom , aye ; igh 
ference, respectfully request tial we ™ any leelures that might be delivered on that subject— 


3 - . ~~ wee j als of is} ’ ’ ‘ . 
vilege of recording our’ Protest, ou the journals of Uy land that they should not cven tal about it. "This 


te of this General’ - 


Conference, against tae doings and vo’ is What we have been told. 


Conference, in the case of two members thereof, ‘ who,” Ja thig:no} dlikesancapprexination, to what/Ag; els 
to use the words of the Conference, “are reported to have, leged against the Roman Caatholic pricsts, as to 
lectured in this city, recently, upon and. in favor of mod-| the power they-asstme over their flocks—of dicta- 
Ve protest against the doings of this ting to them what they shall read, and what they 
Ggyeral Conference, beeause we believe those doings were shall Acar, and’ on hint subjects they may converse. 
uncoastitucional, anti-Methodistical, not warranted hy the | : 


| 


ern abolitionisin.” 





—— = + 


ae ‘ 

iscipli e church, and i: position to the plain’ jv y4. a, PHS HOTT at x z. ey | 

discipline’ ‘of the eliurch, and ‘in opposition. to fhe Pe. | THE PUMLANTHROPIST AND GENERAL CON-| 
letter thereof, ‘ | FERENCE. 

In the first place, this Conference have taken up a 

o . . ' 

“report” of the conduct of two members of this body, 


Many of our readers are aware that seme five months: 
‘ : azo, a peper was commenced by Judge Birney, called the 
without a/lempiing to prove that that report ts Wuee—) Phijanthropist. Its avowed object was to oppose slavery 


The have pronounced their conduct “unjustifiable; and and further the cause of abolitionism, It was also sup- 
: , . : ed the is was the principal object to be ace lish- 
have proceeded to resolve, “That they Cisapprove, in the Por that this v Pe principal object to be accomptish- | 
: 2 ft , ped he course of the editor, however, during the Inst! 
. ho sans t c Ww ecnivers O ‘~ . “ . AY HT} 4 ‘ } 
mast ungualified sense, the conuuct oF Lwo members OF Fay wootss, indicates a design something different from tie | 
the General Conference, who are reported to have lectured origina! avowal. 
' ~ When the General Conference, at its reeent session in 
| Cincinnati, commenced the discussion of the subject of 
j abolition, he published a report of tne speeches of the 


' . . 
;members, which is acknzwledged by all the delegates, | 


in this city recently, upon, and in favor of modern abo- 
lition?sm.” 

If the conduct of those two brethren is unjustifiable, 
ral Conference have said,—to say the least, it, whether abolition or anti-abolition, to have been a misre-; 
age of our Presentation, and most agree that it was a gross, if not a) 
. \ : - wilfulone. After having published it, he offered the Con-! 
What then was the course to be pursued: rence fifty copies of this caricature, whether with the in-! 


es this Gene 
was “dmaprudent conduct,” to use the langu 
discipline. ; 
Was it to bring their case at once before this body and tention of insulting them or not we cannot tell. ‘The 
4!” We, Conference treated the offer just as it ought to have been | 
| treated, by laying it on the table, there quietly to repose, | 

. : ’, and then proceeded to their regular business. In this, 
Question 2, “What shall be done in cases of ee number was a hint, that eclesiastical bodies were 
go Not good, and an insinuation was thrown out that mem-| 

| Lers could leave the church. It appears that the xnty of 
{the Methodist Episcopal Church is a sore evil to Mr. Bir-| 
hould a second transgression ta'e place, one, two or three ney, as well as most other abolitionists, 

ministers or preachers are to be taken as witnesses. If he| But to proceed, a menibi of the Conference published 
be not then cured, he shall be tried at the next annual | a pamphlet upon the subject of slavery, which contained | 
, : ; . ' misrepresentations. ‘Che author declared, that “Rev. 

Conference, and if found guilty and impenitent, shall be | William Winans, stated that slavery was a divine insititu- 
expelled from the connection, and his name so returned tion—and must of course be right. God, said he, has in-- 
The ‘samo section! stituted perpetual, hereditary slavery—and therefore it is 
‘right under all circumstances.” ‘The following is the ress) 
olution of the General Conference respecting this unac- 


beth 5 tea . 
condemn tl.em, as guilty of “unjustifiable conduc 


think not. In our discipline, Chapter 1, Ssecrion 18 


. eo, tt e 
tempers, words or actions? .Inswer. he person 


oTending, shall be reprehended by his sentor in office— 


3: * 


in the m'nutes of the Conference.” 
provides for “an appeal to the ensuing General Confer- 


ence ” 
nee. 


: : i‘ sae 2 a 
It.is plain, that this General Conference in its action,’ ite Cone ’ 
:members of this Conference, purporting to be an address 
. 1 to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcepal 
overstepped al! the previows steps directed to be taken by ‘Church, by a member of that body, containing reports of 
We conceive, that it is clearly evident,! the divcussion on modern Abolitionism, palpably false, | 
and calculated to make an Impression, to the injuy of the 
| character of some of the members engaged in the afore-| 
, Said ciscussion, is an outrave on the dignity of this body, | 
al; for one of our “restrictive rules,” so called, in Chapter and meriting unqualified reprehension. | 
Tr. dh eantinn * a ere bin th A ove 
1, See. 3, numbered 5, expressly says, “They [the Gen-, eo, o apni eae ye nc tls aya eit - ; give; 
es { ex animo assent, after having heard all the debates, | 

‘ . 3! . : ’ > ain i ues 
‘onference]} shall not do away the privileges of our: |, : , ’ ’ 
eral Conference] shall n y puree j and read the pamphlet, and reviewed the whole with all | 
a : " ° , h | 
ministers or preachers, of trial by a C_mmittee, and an the calmness in our power to this day, (June 6th.) The} 


in regard to the two members censured, have entirely 


our discipline. 
that the General Conference has no such power; and that 


they have, by this act, done that, which is unconstitution- 


General Conference has, to all, resulution was introduced by Mr. Winans and Mr. Stam-| 


And yet this 
xf | per. 


appeal.” 
intents and purposes, in the case of the two brethren done 


away that privilege, and at once tried and condemned 


them, as guilty of “unjustifiable conduct,” by that body | in low vulgarisms. Buta word respecting brother Stam- 
from which there is 19 appeal. : oe He isa strong opposer of slavery, and with his fel- 
7 , i _ i low citizens of Kentucky, was heartily engaged, in his 
their conduct might have been considered to be, to us, it! proper sphere, in the great work of gradual emancipation. | 
is clear, that this General Conference had no constitution-| He informed the writer, at Cincinnati, that the meddling | 
_| interference of the Northern abolitionists; has thrown the 
. . | work of emancipation at least twenty years back. This’ 
ters of our church are pronounced to be guily of “unjus- | we verily believe. os / 
tiflable conduct;” and then order it to be published in the| 


However wrjustifiable 


al power to pass this swmmary sentence, by which minis 


These brethren had violated no rule, Were off-red to the Conference for their instruction, there 
are too many misstatements to be corrected in a short ar- | 
1 i ticle, as this isintended tobe. But in the number of his 
fore protest against the doings of this General Confer-| papor of tae 27th ot May, Mi. Birney loses all patience. 
ence im their case, and request that this protest may be re-; He becomes not only angry, but, as nearly as we can 
corded on the Journals ‘of this Conference, and published Judse, he entirely loses all good temper, He utters more 


J 5 oa — , ‘41 Conf | abuse than we could at all expect from any man profes- 
in our periodicals with the doings of said Conférence. | sing to be religious. He represents the Conference as be- 
Cincinnati, May, 1836. 


| ing disgraced, as acting shamefully, and scems quite wil- | 
‘ling to associate them with Roman Catholics. Does all! 
J. F. Adams, 2 this come from his aversion to slavery? We think not.— | 
Jared Perkins, | Whether it proceeds from a determined hostility to the | 
C. D. Cahoon, | Methodist Episcopal Church, or some other cause, we say | 
Elihu Scott, é 
Samuel Kelly, 
E. J. Scott, 
Samucl Norris, 
Schyler Chamberlin, 
Geo. Storrs. 


public periodicals. 
or regulation of this General Conference. We, there- 


Delegates from N.Hamp-) 9 | , . | 
hats Cattcianed, Ve said above, that the General Confirence decided; 
!only onthe subject of abolitionism, but not on the subject 

| of slavery. Itis true, the speakers would lug in occasion- | 

‘ally slavery, and various opinions which were never en- | 





‘laying the offer on the table, was taken. 


: ’ ae, | 
Resolved, &c., That a pamphlet, civeulated amone the ABOLITIONISTS. 


crievously béwildered from the path of historical 
truth.” fe Ohi ae 

Tho article below is the second one of the same 
charecter, wy hich ve have becn.attempted to 
be injured by Mr. E. All persons will see how 
dificult,—nay how utterly impossible it is, to 
plead to such vague charges. All this has been 
Jone, too, so far without a single specification of 
crror on our part. We have called over and over 
‘or the designation,of any error, into which we 
ivay have fallen, in making the long report pub- 
ished in our paper, of the Slavery and Abolition 
debate in the General Conference. Mr. Elliot 
has not thus far pointed out a single one. 

We will not treat him as unkindly as he has 
‘reated us. We will not-condemn his conduct 
without some specification. In his second para- 
raph, he attempts to meke the impression, that 
-he reason why the General Conference treated 


0 contemptuously, our friendly offer to sup- 


oly them with fifty copies of the VPhilanthropisi— 
in which the debate condemning Messrs. Storrs 
and Norris—and Abolitionism, was reported,— 
was, because the Report was a ‘‘ CARICATURE.” 
Gad Mr. E. exercised a little more circumspec- 


, ition, he might have seen, that it was impossible 


it the time the offer was made, and when it was 
acted on, foa the General Conference to know 
what would be the character of the Report;—for 
the paper was not issued, till after the vote for 
The 
‘etter making the offer, was laid on the table in 
the morning of Friday; the paper was issued late 


(in the afternoon of the same day. 


With regard to Mr. Stamper, we have nothing 
but naked facts to state, not one of which we 
‘chink ke will deny, whatever course of defence 
Mr. Elliot, as his volunteer counsel, may choose 
‘o adopt for him. We will not say how much 
Mr. 8. had effected in ** the great work of grad- 
aal emancipation” in Kentucky, having never 
heard any thing of his successful labors in this 
way, although we resided but nine or ten miles 
ipart. They may have been very great. But 
this we know—he was one of the original mem- 
bers of the Kentucky Anti-Slavery Society, who 
repudiated all schemes of getting rid of slavery 


' countable pamphlet:— | except that acted on by those who are known as 


He professed to be in favor of mm- 
WEDIATE EMANCIPATION. We do not sit in judg- 
menton Mr. Stamper. It may be, that he was 
imprudent in uniting himself to a society whose 
principle,—-that slave-holding is sinful--he had de- 
ceived himself in supposing, he had fully embra- 
eed. Put more than this—Mr. 8. had the right 
which abolitionists claim for themselves and con- 
cede to others, of changing their opinions when 
convinced they are wrong. 


| The persecutions to which he was exposed 
Mr. Birney descendso low billingseate in vituper-| ‘rom his slave-holding brethren, and others, in 


‘ating these worthy men; but in his descent we will not, Kentucky, where he labored as a preacher, may 
, follow him—he cannot have our company while he deals 


have appeared no mean argument to one who 
had not fully embraced with his heart, the doc- 
trine that the oppression there exercised over the 
slaves, is sin. When he came to the General 
Conference and found there, the same spirit of 
persecution, and saw the fury of the slave-hold- 
ing part of it, sweeping away those who pleaded 


In the Philanthropist of May 20th, fifty copies of which for the poor and the needy, he doubtless thought 


the argument was irresistible—and consented to 


‘go with the multitude to do evil. 


Mr. Eiliot says—‘‘In the Philanthropist of the 
20th May—fifty copies of which were offered to 
the Conference for its instruction, there are too 
many misstatements to be corrected in a short ar- 
ticle.’"——-We still say, that sheer justice—to say 
nothing of Christian magnanimity—entitles us to 
have some of them pointed out to us, how long 
soever the article may be, which Mr. E. may find 
it necessary to indite for that purpose. We will 
ourself correct all the errors which he shall con- 
vince us are such. 

In -conclusion—Mr. Winans introduced our 


boat. J. A. Merrill, 


|dorsed by the Methodist Episcopal Church. ‘There was report of his speech, to correct what he alledged 
5 . \ " f - 
| good reason why slavery, was not made the subject of any; was a misstatement in Mr. Scott’s pamphlet.— 


- I send you herewith a copy of the Protest, which 
we had intended to present to the General Confer- 
ence, in the case cf brother Norris and myself. The 
course taken with bro, O. Scott, and the refusal of 
the Conference, to let those of us, who voted in the 
negative in that case, record our names on its jour- 
nals, determined me, and the others} whom I had 
time to consult, to withhold the Protest from the 
Conference, and publish-it at once. 

The censure passed upon brother Norris and my- 
self, inasmuch as I considered it an assumption of 
authority not belonging to the Gencral Conference, 
determined me, that, so long as that censure rested 
upon me, I would not preach during its session, at 
any appointment made for me by the committce on 
preaching. For the first three weeks of my stay at 
Cincinnati, that committee gave me no appointment. 
After that, they appointed me to preach at Dr. Wil- 
son’s church, Sabbath evening last. Immediately 
on learning the appointment, I addressed the follow- 
ing note, to the chairman of that committec : 

** Brother Sworfnsteadt—Unless the vote of this 
General Conference, censuring two members of this 


body, as guilty of ‘* unjustifiable conduct,” is recon-' 


sidered and rescinded, I shall feel myself under no 
obligation, to fill any appointment made for me, by 
the committee on preaching. 

Georce Srorrs.” 


‘While brother Norris’ and my,ease, was before 
the Conference, application was made by a Presby- 
terian aninister, to the committee on preaching, for 
us to preach for him on the Sabbath following. He 
was told thaf6ur case was under consideration, and 
it was not known, how it would be decided; and, 
therefore, the committee refused the application.— 
After it was decided, and we were pronounced 
guilty of “ udjustifiable conduct,” I was Fead off to 
preach.as above; [at Dr. Wilson’s.] I did not 
choose to filfil the appointment. I did, however, 
preach twice on that Sabbath, for the minister who 


learned more particularly about sinee I léft Cincin- 


nati,) that I preached abolition sight out....J neither j 
Oty is ase ' approbation of the conduct of phat kody ip. peretion 
0 obey God without wavering, 


. 


mentioned ool eee slavery. ¥ endeavored to 

encourage christia c ) u 

If that was preaching abolition; why then ¥ did 

Pra: ‘any man’to preach the whole ‘gospel 
nd duty of man, without preaching the principles 
of abolition, whether he designs it or not. T have 


, 


bad 


J 

5 

Isaac Bonny, . 

Charles Virgin, EE 

Ocange Seutt; H land Conference. 
J 


Phineas Crandall, 





The Methodists will not bear it. 


Should the members of the Methodist Episcopal 


lation to Slavery, and patiently submit to have their 
affairs managed at the dictation of slave-holding 
ministers, who will have things done in their own 
way, or not atall, it will occasion no smail sur- 
prize. 
that the General Conference and the slave-holding 
part of the Church have mistaken their sentiments 
we publish*the following from the Zanesville Cor- 
respondent, a Methedist Journal. 

“We see from several journals that the confer- 


ence was much excited on the subject of Abolition. 
A resolution was introduced disapvroving thereof; a 


of the discipline, and, ‘*we are as much as ever op- 





‘ that that clause was hypocritical; and we referred to 
, their own official doings in justifiation of our charge. 


‘sures; butdoes. not this actof the conference in vo- 


had petitioned for me the weck previous. A hue. formed by a gentleman of this city, who visited a 
and ery has beet raised, I have been told, (ard Thave. Methodist neighborhood twenty or thirty miles dis- 


Lhaye come to the ¢onélusion, that it . 


i 


| Sabbith evéttags iti the Prosbytenan @hihigh iw the 


posed to the evil ofslavery.” This amendment was 
| voted down by a majority, if we mistake not, of 
120 to 14.. So, then, though this clause is still in 
l the discipline, yet this vote renders it nugatory. 
; Some years since, after the formation of the con- 
| stitution and discipline of the M. P. Churck, (which 
| left the subject of slavery and the case of the color- 
ed people with the annual conferences) when we 
| had commenced presenting our claims to the public, 
| the itinerant clergy of the M. E. Church, were con- 


| stantly, all through this section of country endeav-| 
oring to prejudice the minds of the people against, 


‘us, by reiterating that we were anti-Methodistic on 
‘the subject of slavery, because the convention had 

refused to interfere withit. ‘Theclause of their dis- 
| cipline; ‘we are as much as ever opposed to the 
_greatevil of slavery” was constantly referred to as 
| the polar star. . We told many of them at: the time 


We were thought by some to be illiberal in our cen- 


ting down the amendment above fully sustain us?” 


In addition to the above we have just been in- 
tant, since the adjournment of the General Confer- 
ence, where he heard one unform expression of dis- 


to the subject’ of slavery; - 








°°" SPlordiig it over \Goa’s Meritage. > 
The editor ofthis paper lectured ‘on, the. two Jast 


Conference, overthrowing all their principles in re-| 


As an indication that they will not bear it—: 


| on’s Watchman, [a Methodist paper of great a- 


ways been considered wrong, and a fundamental principle | 
| in our General Rules, as well as various disciplinary reg-, 
‘ ulations, were already in our Discipline, and coeval with 
| the existence of our Church ; and it would therefore have | 
| been a work of supererogation to have enacted anew laws | 
| already made. These have always existed in our Church, | 
and were recognized by the Conference. It is, therefore, , 
| slave-holders, when every jot and tittle of our Discipline | 
| are firmly adhered to on the subject of slavery. But then 
| modern abolitionism is quite another thing from the sub- 
ject of slavery. On this, however, we have no new doc- 
‘trins to utter in this journal, nor do we vary any thing! 
| from our former sentiments, Nevertheless, while slavery 
appears nothing better to us, than it formerly did, the mea- 
, sures of abolitionists appear much more exceptionable 
than they ever did. We have lost, in short, the small 
| amount of confidence, in the abolition press, that we for- 
merly entertained. From the productions of Zion’s 
Watchman, the recent course of the Philanthropist, and 
| some others, we are compelled to conclude, that their au- 
| thors have eutirely abandoned the track or sober reason, 
/and are grievously bewildered from the path of historical 
‘truth. And from the manner in which our own senti- 
‘ments have been represented, we expect no justice until | 





delusions. We cannot stoop to consider in form these | 
| writers, They are, at present, we believe, beyond the | 
| reach of conviction, and we must leave them in the hands | 
of Almighty God. 

We are, however, fully prepared to maintain the ground 
taken by the General Conference at its late session. And, 
we can do this without endorsing every sentiment uttered | 
in the speeches delivered, whether. against or for aboli- 
tlonism, 


The foregoing article is taken from ihe Litts- 
burgh Conference Journal—and is republished, 
not only to point out several errors into which Mr. 
Elliot has fallen, but as evidence of the manner in 
which the singular doings of the General Confer- 
ence, in relation to slavery, are to be defended. 
So far as the Conference Journal has engaged in 
its defence, it is evidently not on the merits of 
the case, for he has not even noticed them—but 
it is by exciting the members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, against the whole abolition 
press, generally, and against Zion’s Watchman 
and the Philanthropist in particular. With this 
view, charges are made of so indefinite a char- 
acter, that it is impossible to show their incor- 
recthess. Take for instance the following—“we 
have lost” says Mr. Elliot, ‘* the small amount 
of confidence in the Abolition press, that we for- 
merly entertained. From the productions of Zi- 


bility and” irtdepéndence, published in N. York, 
bya Poy Sunderland,] the recent course of the 
Philanthropist, and some others, we are compell- 


ed to conclude that their authors have entirely 





adjoining. village of Fulton. Notice, “at 






eee { resolutions bv the Gene Yon fere Slave as ale! 
Delegates from N. Eng-, solutions by the General Conference. Slavery has al-| Here that gentleman had a good opportunity of 


condemning any errors in relation to our report, 
so far as he was individually concerned, which 
he might have detected. He did not do so. 

Mr. Crowder acknowledged, in our presence, 
that the repo.t of his speech was correct—with 


Church aequiesce to the decision of the General | mere trifling to complain, that the Conference yielded to, the exceptfoh of a single sentence, where he 


thought the language was ambiguous. He how- 
ever did not think it of sufficient importance, to 
call for a formal correction, which we, at the time, 
offered to make;—-which notwithstanding, he 
will find made in a pamphlet, to be issued ina 
Pamphlet to be issued in a few days, containing 
a full account of the proceedings on slavery and 
abolitionism, in the General Conference. 





Texas. 
The conclusion of the whole matter.’ 


Sec. 9. All persons of color who were slaves for 
life previous to their emigration to Texas, and who 
are now held in bondage, shall ‘remain in the like 


motion was made to amend it by adding the words they are delivered from the enchantments of their present, ctate of servitude, provided the said slave shali be 


the bona fide property of the person so holding said 
slave as aforesaid. Congress shall pass no laws to 
prohibit emigrants from bringing their slaves into 
the Republic with them, and holding them by the 
same tenure by which such slaves were held in the 
United States; nor shall’ Congress have power to 
emancipate s:aves; nor shall any slave-holder be al- 
lowed to emancipate his or her slave or slaves, with- 
out the consent of Congress, unless he or she shall 
send his or her slave or slaves without the li:nits of 
the Republic. No free person of African descent, 
either in whole or in part, shall be permitted to re-, 
side permanently in the Republic, without the con- 
sent of Congress, and the importation or adinission | 
of Africans or negroes into this Republic, excepting | 
from the United States of America, is forever pro- 
hibited, and declared to be piracy. 
Sec. 10. All persons, (Africans, the deseen | 
dants of Africans, and Indians excepted,) who were | 
residing in'Texason the day of the Declaration of 
Independence, shall be considered citizens of the 
Republic, and entitled to all the privileges of such. 
All citizens now living in ‘Texas, who have not re- 
ceived their portion of land, in like manner as eolon- 
ists, shall be entitled to theirland in the following 
proportion and manner: Kvery head of a family shall 
be entitled to oneleague and “labour” of land, and 
every single man of the age of seventeen and up- 
wards, shall be entitled to the third part of one 
league of land. 4 


' The above constituting the 9th and a part 6f the 
10th articlein thé Schedule of the Constitution of 
the Republic of Texas, proves. what we have long, 
known, from our acquaintance with the character .of. 
hose -who have been prominent inthe ‘Texian res | 
volt, was their seeret, yct concealed’ object in rav-, 








abandoned the track of sober reason, and are 


ishing from Mexico one of her richest states. There 
| 


was much land, to be obtained from the munificence, 
of the Mexican Government for nothing. If those 
who owned the soil were to be its cultivators, the 
process for accumulating fortunes would be too te- 
dious—for let 1t be remembered, these patriots and 
republicans are all *“‘gentlemen,’’ who have no re- 
lish for work, and whose ambition is rather too tow- 
ering “for the dull pursuits of civil life.” The lands 
would for along time, in the ordinary course of free 
labor cultivation, be worth but ‘littles: «The project 
then was, to run it up in price by a sudden intro. 
duction ef labor, and by instituting a system of 
slavery which would enable the landholders to per- 
petuate the monopoly of-it. _We-now. see, how this 
has been accomplished. 

The sans culotles nabobs of Africa, maintaining 
their shabby pomp by the sale of their fellow erea- 
tures into slavery, have no little eause to complain 
of the treatment they have received from the Repub- 
lican of Texas, who have rebuilt the shambles for 
human flesh, which had been admonished by the 
tyrants of Mexico. Whilst, however, those ignor- 
ant heathen utter their complaints, the more refined 
Patriarchs of our own country, have greet reason to 
rejoice, that by the regulations of the re-established 
market, they are put not only “on the footing of the 
most favored nations,” but that they have secured to 


exclusive privilege of supplying her with all the 
material for laying the foundation of her ‘republi- 
= edifice.” 





SLAVERY—THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


The Editor of the Cincinnati Journal and Lumin- 
ary, who is also amember of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, writes from Pittsburg 


as follows, (we extract it from the J. & L.) 
Slavery. 

The whole General Assembly is secretly heaving 
under the apprehension that slavery may divide this 
body before its close. Dr. Miller’s report is not 
Satisfactory tothe warm spirits of the South. They 
say that itis time-serving and timorous—that to de- 
clare that it is ‘inexpedient a! the present time to 
adopt any further action on slavery,’”is doging the 
question, This is the opinion of the brethren from 
the far South. The brethren from Kentucky, ‘Ten- 
nessee, Missouri, &c. do not accord with these views, 
The Southern brethren will insist that the Geueral 
Assembly shall say, that it has no right to pronounce 
an opinion on the moral character of slavery. The 
Abolitionists will insist that the General Assembly 
shall declare that slave-holding is @ sin. So you 
see that the parties are thrown wide apart. ‘I'he 
discussion will come up immediately after Mr. 
Barnes’ case is decided. What the issue will be, 
Omniscience alone can tell. 


Colonizalion. 


Several very interesting colonization meetings 
have been lately held in this city. Some thousands 
of dollars have been contributed, and a lively interest 
has been excited. 

I ama friend to colonization as a present means of 
relieving some persons from slavery—as a means of 
diffusing light through the Southern states on the 
capabilities of the African race; and as a means of 
checking the slave-trade, and diffusing civilization 
along the coast of Africa—whether colonization will 
of will not be a means of relieving our country of 
the whole African race, and of establishing this race 
happily iu Africa. In nearly all the colonization 
speeches now delivered, there is too strong a ten- 
dency to turn aside to the abuse of the Abolitionists. 
This is all wrong. it seems to keep up a fruitless 
strife, and does no good. Let the Colonizationists 
pursue their own particular business, and leave the 
Abolitionists to settle their accounts with the com- 
munity. 

- To night the Abolitionists hold a meeting in the 
Protestant Methodist Church. We have never 
found so many Abolitionists in any other place in 
proportion to ie humber of inhabitants as we find 
In Pittsburgh. The lectures of Mr. Weld have in- 
fluenced many leading minds. 





Southern Sentiment. 


Extracts from Editorial Correspondence. 
Dro. Birney:—The following is an extract from 
a letter, to one of our most respectable citizens, from 
a sister in South Carolina. 


“I do not know my dear brother, what are your 
sentiments on the subject of Slavery, but if they 
are the same as mine, | am sure you must be glad 
that you are in a free State, for I do believe it is ¢m- 
possible to hold them as we do, and discharge our du- 
ty as christians towards them. If it be injurious to 
them under existing circumstances to put the word 
of God into their hands, it certainly is wrong to 
cause these circumstances to exist, perhaps you 
ask if 1 am an abolitionist, I answer, that 1 disap- 
prove in toto of the principles and practice of those 
going by this name in our country’at present, but [ 
am in favor of Slavery being abolished, for if it is 
wrong there is a remedy which will advantage both 
master and servant.” 


«Thus, whilst this dear lady is expressing thorough 
abolition doctrine, her mind is seized with some 
strange horror at their principles and practice, and 
so it is ] fear with many, very many of our Southern 
brethern,—when will they learn the truth, on this 
subject, when will they learn that every prayer that 
ascends for the poor.slave, carries with it a petition 
for the master, thathe may be brought to look -upon 
his sin, to repent,'and save his soul alive—and be 
saved from every ill, both temporal and eternal.” 
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A short time after marriage, whilst he was Governor of 
Tennessee, he took it jfto his head to separate from his 
| wife, without assigning any sufficient reason for doing so. 
Notwithstanding such an unfeeling course of conduct— 
well calculated to bring the lady into disrepute—such was 
Anti-Slavery Lectures—were delivered by James _ the validity of a virtuous Mputation, that (altho’ brought 
4th Pres-, in her affliction to the borders of the grave) hers remained 
i ki wisgal vee uninjured, The public indignation was aroused against 
bytertan Church in F ylton—and = me valhige ion H. and vodetidad in ei him from his fiom and 
Cummingsville five miles from this city. from the bosom of a community, insulted by his unfeeling 
By Augustus Wattles on last Saturday evening conduct. , 
and on Sabbath morning at New Richmond—in the “ow, General Houston, Commander in Chief of the 


Point Ple: ' lace f i] Fexian forces, having succeeded in overturning a govern- 
afternoon at foint easanl, a village live ml es ment which had received him, and all who emigrated to it 


above New Richmond on the River, On Wednes- from this country, with the most signal kindness;—which 
|in its love for liberty, had abolished slavery, throughout 
all its dominions—this same Gen. Houston has become the 
‘Lion of the day; boarding school Misses are taught to 
_ lisp his name, calling him the “heroic, the victorious, the 
magnanimous Houston.” 


THE PHILANTHROPIST. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, JUNE 17, 1836. 


(, Birney on Sunday evening last in the 
of 


r 


day evening at Carthage 7 miles from this city. 








James G. Birney will lecture again on Sabbath 


State, would be large enough, for the jurisdiction of any 
ecclesiastical body, 
ot 





Kidnapping, 

Not long since, a good looking mulatto buy was lodged 
in the jail in Newport, opposite Cincinnatt, as a runaway 
slave, ‘The man who brought him to that place, charged 
the jailor to permit no one to converse with the boy, du- 
ring his absence, which would be for some weeks. ‘The 
Jailor conversed with the boy himself, and became satistied 
that he had been kidnapped from some town in Ohio, 
[Dayton we helieve.] He brought in a neighbor to talk 
with the hoy, He became convineed also, ‘This gene- 
rous Kentuckian took the boy to the place where he had 
told him he had been taken from, and strange news salut- 
ed him. ‘The man who had kidnapped the boy, had at- 
tempted a repetition of his act—was discovered, appre- 


cs a 
is true, that they united with one voie, to deprecate |find exemplified ia this charge, we have never be- 
mobs, and express their abhorrence of such outrages | fore seen.. From what we have heard of the..char- 
—but their regrets were accompanied with pallia-| acter of the man, we donot wonder at his falling ir 
lives in that particular case, which said to the mob- | with the popular prejudices that have so extensive- 
erats in effeet—you are right—goon. The justice |ly manifested themselves against the abolititionists, 
of tieir cause, was no excuse for their outrages.— | without examining or refuting their rinciples or 
And untess the press with anited voice, without pal- | their motives, and denouncing them ‘tt a a set of 
liation, and ministers of justice, and Jegislators too, |base incendiaries and a band of traitors to their 
all speedily unite in one great effort to vindicate the country. But for one who occupies the solemn and 
law, and punish, not sympathise with and justify responsible office of an expounder of the laws, to ad- 
the offenders, a revolution will speedily be necessary h a doctrine as is contained in the follow- 





| Vance suc; 
to replace the government’and laws on a stable foun- | ing extract from his charge, was indeed unexpected, 
dation. and if adopted will lead to the most alarming ¢on- 

The article which accasioved theze remarks fui- | Sequences: —In speaking of the murder of Hammond 
lows: and the burning of McIntosh, he says:— 

Lanp Orrice ar Baravia.—We learn, with pain, *sT have reflected much on this matter, and after 
from an undoubted source, that from oné to two’ weigiing all the considerations that present them- 
thousand men, well armed, ieft this and the adjoin- | selves as bearing upon it, J feel it my duty to state’ 
ing counties, yesterday, for Batavia, for the avowed my opinion ia be, thatwhether the Grand Jary shall 
purpose of destroying t:e Land Office of the Mol- act at all, depe::ds upon the solution of this prelim- 


evening next, in the 4th Presbyteriun Church, in 
Fulton. 


| 


Republicanism and Slavery. 





A gentleman just from Arkansas says, that when 
he left that country there were supposed to be in 
it, at least wo Tuovsanp nalive African slaves.— 


Take another: a few years ago, after this same Govern- 


or Houston had left Tennessee in disgrace; and had per- 


petrated on a member of Congress, a most outrageous per- 
sonal wrong, he came to this city of Cincinnati—where, on 
his appearing at the Z'heatre, the indignation of the audi- 
ences was so excited, that he was under the necessity of 
withdrawing from it. 

Now, this same person is the hero of a dramatic perfor- 


A great proportion of these were sentinto Arkansas mance, his name—posted up at the corners of the streets in 
by the Texas “patriots” who went from the United lay Bills, in connection with “ Freedom's Call,”—is used 
as the means of attracting crowds to the same Theatre from 
which he was hissed, a few years ago, as a disgraced and 
Santa Annna when he threatened to overrun the coun- contemptible fellow. 

try. The others were doubtless imported by citi-, 
zens of Arkansas, or smuggled into Louisiana and “ ithout, so far as is known, the least change in the CHAR- 
ACTER of the subject of it. Should the Texas Insurrec- 
. iad: : | tion succeed, the probability is, that Samuel Houston will 
rated slavery into the Constitution of this (we sup- je handed down to posterity as a ‘ magnanimous hero,”-— 


States, to secure them against the liberating spirit of 
This remarkable change in public feeling, has taken place, 


thence into Arkansas, by tho'e who have incorpo- 


hended and was then in jail himself. 

The usual device is, to go into the country, hire a col- 
ored boy: or man to assist in bringing horses to Cincinnati, 
or in some other job which is tobe ended here, and then 
seize him, and take him before some magistrate; claiin 
him as a slave, and hurry him on to Kentucky. 

Children can See. 
A presiding Elder, residing in North Alabama, 


young man, having transgressed, he was brought 

into the yard, and there, in view of a little daughter 

of the Elder’s, soundly flogged by him. As the 

latter was going into the house, after performing the 
5 o 


pose) new State. 


act of flagellation, he was saluted by the little girl 


land Company at that place. We trust, however, jinary question, namely, whether the destruetion of 
that they have reviewed their purpose, and that we | McIntosh was the act of the ‘few’ or the act of the 
‘Shall be spared the mortification of being compelled | ‘many.’ 

to record further acts of violence, growing out of — “!f, ou a calm view of the circumstances attend- 
the unhappy dispute Letween the settlers and the Ing this dreadful transaction, you shall be of opinion 
successors of the Holland Company. We will un- that it was perpetrated by a defnite, and, compared 
| doubtedly learn the result of this movement in time to the population of St. Louis, a small number of 
| for our next-paper—and hope, sincerely, that it may individuals, separate from the mass, and evidently 
| be one that no friend to good order shal) have cause taking upon themselves, as contradistinguished 
| to regret. from the multitude, the responsibility ofthe act, my 
| Since the above wes written, we have been in- opinion 1s, that you ought to indict them all without 








o y ‘ a WY a . > cp ora 1 1 > Ou > = 
held some twelve or fifteen slaves. One of them, a, formed, that the whole body of the settlers, includ- | a single exception. 


ling 1,200 men from Chautauque county, were to “If however on the other hand, the destruction of 
| rendezvous at Alexander, about cight miles from Ba- the murderer of Hammond was the act, as I have 
j tavia, at 2 o’clock, whence they were to proceed to said of the many—of the multitude, in the ordinary 
| the latter place, to effect their object. sense of these words—nct the act of nutmetable 
‘and ascertainable malefactors, but of congregated 
' thousands, seized upon and impelled by that mys- 
terious, metaphysical, and almost electric phrenzy, 


Judge Helfenstein, vs. Abolition. 


and that, even in his lifetime, it will be thought uncharita- 


ble to mention his moral delinquencies. What a Varnish- 
‘er is HEROISM, and what a Liar is History! 





A Texian Republican.—Ollered for sale the other 





day, in Cincinnati, a LeEaGuE of land in the new re-' 
The Vandalism of Slavery. 


public. Hesaid he would sell it for cash, with 
which he intended to purchase slaves,—or that he 

. bd », <c° ; « . cS ] a 
would make a direct exchange for slaves. When od school in Zanesville, 


. » « ‘ Twi ins ‘ oe a = a 
the factor told him he would have no hand in such hooted at, and otherwise insulted, 2s she walked the 
in a ‘litile streets, by persons of the baser sort—the instruments of 

« , 


the more aristocratic pro-slavery influence. ‘The doys, 
| too, encouraged by the conduct of their seniors, would 
_assemble around the school-house and interrupt the busi- 


Not long since, Miss Ward commenced teaching a col- 
Shio. She was frequently 
a transaction—he became silent—and 
time vanished—‘‘/i/e a guilly thing.” 





THE SPIRIT OF THE SCOURGE. | . Fork ; 
: _ . |mess with whoopings and hallowings and profane Jan- 
Our friend, Joshua Levitt, of the New York’ guage. On the evening of the 30 May, the colored pco- 
Evangelist, stated in his paper that the Moderator of ple held a meeting in their school house, which was also 
the General Assembly in the year 1 was a their church, forthe purpose of forming a board of man- 
For this statement a slave-holding “agers to superintend and conduct their school in the best 


He 


Sov, 


slave-holder. 
member, moved that he be prohibited in future, dur- “manner possible. Some white men came tothe door and 


y f ‘ : oan to disturb them. cing asked wh -y Wan- 
ing the session from taking his seat near the Mod- began todisturb them. On being asked what they wan 


‘ : : ‘ted; they said they wanted to know if Miss Ward was 
erator.—This seat he had occupied for the conven- |” * : : x "i 


there, 
there, till they -were invited in to see for themselves, 
On discovering that Miss W. was not in the house, they 


; 3 , ae They would not be satisfied that she was not 
ience of reporting the proceedings for publication. | 


in this way— Pa, have you any religion?” « Yes, | Judge Helfenstein, a short time since, delivered which in all ages and nations, has hurried on the in- 
my daughter, I profess to have religion,” was the @ charge to the Grand Jury of Montgomery county, , furiated ae to many oe and destruction 
‘ ‘ Ri : . : : : : '—then, I say, act notat all in the matter—the case 
oY’ , “ :, Pa,” re jin this state, in which there are some excellent res J? sae fas =e 
father’s answer. I think, F a,’’ rejoined the child, | # parr ont then transcends your jurisdiction—it is beyond the 
“it must be very little.” * Out of the mouths of things said. He earnestly inculeates the necessity porch of human law.” 
ree.” Fe. of enforcing the laws against retailing spirits, tip-| If the doctrine laid down in the above extract re- 
This was afterward told by the Elder, with no, Pling houses, and all the dens in which the demon C°1ves the sanction of the people, what security have 
i : : | a Tnkeumndieninitn antlin: Gatien we for the continuance of those rights and privileges 
self-condemnation, for the beating he had given the | wa see rene which are guaranteed by the Constitution to every 
| proper ground in relation to gaming. Heis also a American citizen? None, whatever. Such a doc- 
decided advocate for the supremacy of the laws— trine lays the axe at the very root of ‘our liberties. 
‘uch a doctrine will open the floodgates of anarchy 
df ler j ‘ and bloodshed, and will fill this fair land with la- 
and for good order in every way. mentation and woe. It is Nullification—it is worse 
He has contrived also to bring into his charge the —in our epinion it is high Treason. 


babes and sucklir 


He takes tae same 


slave—but to show the smartness of the child. 


Anti-Slavery Office in Philadelphia. 
i 
}t will be seen from an advertisement in this dey's 
paper, that our friends in Philadeiphia, have estab- | 
} } 117 rhiy >enoealke yee 
lished an A. S. Office in that city. We greatly, subject of abolition, of which be speaks thus:— | 
like this movement in all our large towns and cities.| That exciting and fearful subject, the abolition of 
In addition to the convenience they afford in obtain-| Slavery, perhaps the most powerful and destructive  ‘* All men are born equally free and independent, 
. : ee ‘weapon in the hands of bad men, and of those of and have certain, natural, inherent, unalienabl 
8 a : sou a ave fain, : ’ enable 
ing supplies of A. S. books and publications of va , weak minds and overheated imaginations, has been 
rious kinds, they are suitable rallying places, for within late directed to the production of results, di- ; iv 
: Siadded duiiaie ing life and liberty j 
the friends of the canse—especially for strangers reetly and indirectly inimical to the peace and good 18 ‘He ane A erty, acquiring, possessing and pro- 
feeling of the nation. ‘The avowed purposes of tecting property, and pursuing and obtaining happi- 
some; who have been instrumental in disturbing the 
| peace of society is to interfere in the peculiar rela- 
tion of master and slave which exists in some por- 


for the full enjoyment of the freedom of specch— 


Dirty Work for Frecmen. 


rights—amongst which are the enjoying and defend- 


who may be abroad and desirous of meeting with wes 
° és : ness and satfcty. 

their abolition friends. may S , oes: 
fhe above is part of the Constitution of Ohio,— 


To the honor of the General Assembly, the motion’. 
was laid on the table. 


The Laws Forgotten. 


By the laws of the United States, it is made a misdemea- 
nor punished heavily by fine and imprisonment, for any of 
our citizens to band together in a military way, with the 
intention of invading any country with which ours may be 
at peace. Throughout the states, District Attorneys and 
Marshalls are appointed to aid in bringing to justice, those 
who violate our laws. 

Now in this city, a few days ago, a Troop of men, arm- 
ed with guns, knives, hatchets &c., was publicly mustered, 
as the “‘ Texidn Volunteers.’ Troops have been raised in 
Kentucky for the same object—(the invasion of the gov- 
ernment of Mexico) they have been publicly equipped and 
marched through, and out of that state, with this avowed 
object. Has popular phrenzy paralized our officers and 
nullified our laws? 





The Spirit of Slavery. 


Welearn from the Cincinnati Republican, that Mr. Pick- 
ens, of the House of Representatives in Congress, made a 
flourishing speech a few days since, against the laboring 
classes ;-designating them as having neither home, country, 
right nor property ; as being as degraded as the wandering 
Calmuc of Tartary. He said, their object would be to 
plunder the wealthy; and insinuated, that if they got into 
power, a hundred thousand swords would leep from their 
scabbards to put them down.” 

It was but a little time ago, that Mr. P’s., colleague, Mr. 
Hammond, said that slavery ‘ creates an aristocracy, and 
that in a slave country, every man is an aristocrat.” It 
was only last Autumn, that Gov. M'Duflie, one of the tall- 
est of these Southern aristocratic Anachims, gave out ina 
Message to the Legislature, that ‘the laboring people area 
dangerous element of the body politic” and that the oppo- 
sers of the Southern system of oppression, ought to be put 
io death without benefit of Clergy; and that in twenty-five 
years more, the free states would find it necessary to estab- 
lish slavery if they remained free. 

How little do these petty despots know of the spirit of 
freedom, by which our free laboring classes are actuated, 
and what complete madness do the slaveholders of the 
South exhibit! 


a 





Liberty in France, 


“The King of the French has signed an ordinance re- 
moving the incertitude heretofore existing as to the per- 
petual emancipation of a slave who sets foot upon the soil 
of France, with the consent of the master. Hitherto, it 
has been claimed that the rights of the master were resto- 
red, on the return of the slave tothe colony. Now those 
rights are declared to be gone forever, the moment the 
slave lands in France.” 

What a rebuke to our own country is contained in the 
foregoing article. Sixty years ago, we set forward, the 
foremost of the Nations, in the march of freedom. Our 
first example, with our lofty principles, quickened others 
that had been asleep for ceuturies. How isitnow? The 
very country with which we were contending, and before 
which we held up for her reproach, the declaration, that 
all men are created equal, and entitled to life, to liberty 
«nd the pursuit of happiness—yes, this very country, has 
acted up to the declaration, with reference to nearly one 
million of our fellow-creatures, whilst we retain in Prot- 
estant bondage, the severest under the sun, one sixth part 
of the whole population of the land. Even France, too, 
as if to avoid the burning. shame, which the humanity of 
England is infixing on the forehead of every slaveholding 
Nation, has so purified her atmosphere, that a slave can no 
iunger breathe.in it. Shame on my country! Blot out 
from your escutcheon, ‘“ all men are entitled to leir liber- 
‘y,” for your conduct heralds forth to the world that you 
believe it to be a lie. a 





Correspondents, 


“P. T.” from Delhi, has been received. We would not 
publish in the Philanthropist, any piece which charged an 
individual with “ falsehood”—although that individual 
might be inimical to us, and the cause to which the print 
under our charge is devoted—without the name of the 
Writer being in our possession. We trust P. T. will see the 
reasonableness of this rule—and’ will not expect that an 
€xception be made of his case. Should he choose to per- 
sist in his charge, his communication will be published—if 
he will send us his name, to be disclosed or not, according 
10 ourdiscretion. No man charging another with falsehood, 
and having strong confidence, that he can maintain his 
charge, ought to shrink from the responsibility involved 
' making his name known. 





Strange Vicissitudes, 


; It is not necessary, now a days, for a man to live to “a 

~_ old age” tobe enabled to record many singular turns 

» the fortunes of individuals. Take, for instance— 

com aeinn ago, Goy, Houston married a lady in Ten- 

ai » Of the’ most amiable and exemplary character. Her 
¥ Was among the most respectable of the community. 


| became rude and abusive—saying that if they had Miss 


W’. there, they would put her into the river; and that as 
sure as she taught the school again, they would tar and 
feather her, or pull the house down. 

They did not threaten in vain, That very night they 
in a good measure executed their menance as to the 
house. In the morning it was found, completely pillaged 
—the windows broken to pieces—the pulpit torn down— 
books, some of them taken away, others defaced and 
spoiled, and every accommodatien for the school and the 
assembly accustomed to meet there for worship, bro- 
ken up. 

It is to be hoped, that the pious and respectable jco- 
ple of Zanesville will wipe off the stigma of such conduct 
by again setting up the school, and giving it that coun- 
tenance and support which religion and good policy de- 
mand. How cruclis it tocharge the colored people with 
vice, and ignorance, when the laws exclude them from 
the common schools, which they are taxed to support— 
and when public opinion gives countenance to a sect of 
mobocrats who break up the schools they are attempting 
to establish for themselves, Jt is unmanly in the ex- 
treme—and if the better part of the population of Zanes- 
ville leave these wrongs under which they are suffering 
in their character, unredressed and uncondemned, it will 
show that the stigma brought on them by a few is not 
unincrited. 

A «Friend” become a Slave=holder. 

A member of the society of Friends, who was 
brought up in the State of Ohio, some twenty or thir- 
ty miles from this city, went to the State of Missis- 
sippi not long ago, and commenced the publication 
of a political newspaper. A few days since, he 
wrote to an old acquaintance here, saying, he sup- 
posed, his former friends would think rather unfa- 
vorably of his having become a s/ave-holder. He is, 
we have no doubt, right—they would think of him 
fully as unfavorably, as he has supposed they would. 
And with them, his having become a “ slave-helder 
on principle,” like the Rev. Mr. Winans, of the 
Methodist Conference, would furnish no alleviation. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN CHURCH. 


This Ecclesiastical body we understand has adjourned 
sine die, without any direct action in relation to the sin 
of oppression, which prevails in it to an extent, that me- 
naces the overthrow of all its prosperity. 

The slave-holders from the planting States, we under- 





stand, have gone home entirely dissatisfied, because the 
General Assembly would not declare, that it had no right 
to touch the subject of s!avery at all, as a matter of disci- 
pline and church purification. They ask from the Gen- 
eral Assembly, what the Southern hotspurs in Congress, 
ask in relation to the powers of that body, over slavery in 
the District of Columbia. They will be content with no- 
thing, short of a full acknowledgment, that the General 


The Young Men’s A. 8. Society, under whose 
auspices this office is established, are doing nobly 
in the cause of liberty. They will, we trust, be 
well sustained in this enterprise, by the veteran 
Philadelphia Abolition Society—by the Female A. 
S. Society of that city, and by all the country Soci- 
eties of the State of Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania 
will be more easily abolitionized than any cther 
State in the Union. ‘The old seed sown by Wocl- 
man, and Benezet, and Rush, and Franklin, require 
only the heat of truth, to make them germinate and 
bear fruit a hundred fold. 

Responsibility of the Press. 

The following sensible and judicious remarks, 

are from the Cleveland Whig. The editor has hit 


lence, throughout our country. It is the corruption 
of the Press—showing itself in expressions of gen- 
eral regret, at the prevalence of mobs—whilst it 
palliates each particular instance of outrage.— 
Whilst mobism, in the abstract, has been greatly 
deplored, yet the merciless persecutors of the poor 
and defenceless colored people, of the eastern ci- 


‘ties, have had their defenders; the daylight depre- 


dators of Baltimore, have had palliators in their par- 
ticular case; the midnight flagellators of Nashville, 
have been applauded—whilst the Vicksburg mur- 
derers, have been held up to the country, as the pu- 
rifiers of the moral atmosphere of the South. And 
all this, by the press in each particular case. 

But we are encouraged to hope for better times.— 
There has been a great change, we trust, almost 
every where for the better. It has been buta few 
months, since one of the daily papers of Cincinnati, 
advised its citizens to engage in the business of 
Lynching! Another with a subserviency to the 
South, as full as if the very press, which printed it 
was owned there, talked of the expediency of cal- 
ling a public meeing of the citizens, to approve of 
the gross outrage committed on the person and the 
rights of a poor put honest and upr ght young man, 
a citizen of Ohio, who had been shamefully abused 
and degraded, by a band of religious and gentleman- 
ly slave-holding mobocrats in the city of Nashville. 

Now, we believe, they would be utterly ashamed 
of such things--and altogether, we believe the signs 
of the times, are somewhat favorable to a restora- 
tive of law and order. 


article in the Buffalo Daily Journal, of Saturday 
last. We say appalling; for if there be nothing in 
the facts given to render the term appropriate, we 
know not where it can be applied. in a land sup- 
posed to be governed by laws—in a community ein- 
inently intelligent and refined—in a state almost en- 
tirely free from the elements of contention and in- 
subordination—in a region so famous as Western 


the true cause of al] the last year’s misrule and Vio- 


Moss—acain.—We find the following appalling’ 


New York, for its intelligence, enterprise and patri-' 


otism—large bodies of men assemble ia the face of 
day, to trample upon the laws, and avenge g ievan-, 
ces which the laws cannot, or do not reach, | 

We published several months since the accounts. 


Assembly has no power to act in relation to the matter. 
We have been further informed, that it is highly proba- 
ble the Southern portion of the slave holding Church, will 
attempt a separate organization. If this should be done, | of the destruction of the land oitice at Mayville, 
it will be a happy thing for the non-slaveholding portion Chautauque county. in that affair the meb com-| 
of the Presbyterian Church. Yet not so lrappy, as if the | pletely —* { os — has mo been | 
thal en of ef ht cn en yh Et wo i 
ance in the sin of oppressing their brethren. ‘The sepa- | satisfactory to all concerned. This course, howev- 
ration may lead to very important consequences in the | er it may have subserved the interests of the ¢om- 
slaveholding church itself. We would not be surprised | pany, was in a public sense, the worst policy imag- 
to find churches erganized there, under the name of non- Inable. Jt rendered a flagitious course, a successful 
slaveholding churches. For there are in the South many | one. And now, we see the successful actors.in those, 
members cf the church, who hold no slaves, and who ; outrages, like hungry wolves, rendered doubly fero- 


‘ i $ ing together to 
look upon the oppression of the church, under the form of cious hy: the taste of blood, assembling ‘toge 


; : assist in avenging the supposed wrongs of another 
sho! ‘ Po " " it ; ! bee =) a Ne 
slaveholding, with deep sorrow. These persons have been ‘county! Where shall these th ngs stop ?- What war- 


kept down by the predominance of the slaveholding in-' rant have the people of New York, that if these things 
fluence in the whole church—for the Presbyterian Church, | are permitted—if these outrages from time to time, 
as a whole, has heretofore been entirely on the side of the are suffered with impunity, all their property, their 
institutions, their domicils, will become the prey of 
'the mob? Why may not those desperados, after hav- 
‘ing demolished the land office at Batavia, extend 





oppressors. 
Indeed, we begin to believe, that all the large ecclesias- ing 
tical ofganizations, extending through the Union, as the their visit to the bank where the money extorted 
Presbyterian, the Methodist, the Episcopalian, &c., ought {rom the:setilers is supposed to be deposited—and 
to be broken up into smaller parts. We doubt not, they , thus'from one step to anothér, uitil all becomes out 
would thus, be much more useful in advancing the cause. ragg,énd disorder t But what shall be done 4 : 
of Christianity than they now are. Can there be any | hi ‘© were exceedingly pained at — ‘ete 45 
doubt, that the wranglings, and jartings, and unchristian, Me Pee anttcagen last, thllyintere tise + nied 
¢ : ; tion’ of the, press, and. especially by our respecte 
demonstrations, which these bodies make, have an unhap-. po a 
py influence on the cause of religion in the places where | may 8, doubtless: undesignedly, but truly, eheored 








cotemporaries.in the immediate vicinity. Their re« 
they assemble? We should suppose that the limits of a on. the disturbers in their work of destruction. © Tt 


tions of the Union, to burst assunder the delicate Now hear a fresh brace of commentaries on it, from 
ties of relationship, and to cast upon socicty the one of the SENTINELS OF LIBERTY. 

millions of that race, whose habits of providence 
and foresight, and whose whole moral character un- | 
fit them for self-government. A curse more due [rom the Cincinnati Rep 
and afflicting could not befal a people. Millions of 


an untutored and ignorant race let locse from the re- . ain he 
straints of slavery, goaded by revenge, influenced Ran away from the subseriber on the 27th March, 


by wicked and ungoverned passions, subsisting by BS36, a negro man named WASHINGTON, about 
pillage and plunder, arrogant as they were before 29 years old, very stout and likely, tolerably black, 
debased, insulting as they were before humbled, though not of the blackest description, weight about 


their hearts poisoned by inflammatory publications 175 or 180, plays the violin well and is a tolerable 


and sentiments, would oper a deluge of blood upon good blacksmith, no scars but one; there is a small 
f the ream of one of his ears. PETER, 


| a fair portion of the land, that would lay waste and p!cce out o 
‘desolate its hearths and its temples, its cities and its @ large, stout negro man, very black, 24 or 25 years 
fields, that would swallow up the ornaments of its old, plays the violin first rate, no marks in particular, 
‘society, and finally bury and extinguish forever, al] }44% away on the 9th ult. and took with him a likely 
of the misguided and unfortunate tribe, who were YOUN gray ree itis thought Washington was 
‘not spared to suffer worse and more hopeless sul lurking about the country and has went off with 
slavery. Peter and are both aiming to get toa free State. : I 

Melancholy and humbling as may be the truth, that will give the abore reward of one hundred and thir- 
in this proud and boasted home of Freedom, are millions, tY, dollars for W ashington and Peter, secured in any 
who bow the knee and lick the dust in abject slavery—- jail in the United States, so that! can get them again. 
yet the plan proposed for its abolition, is so palpably des- It is probable ihey both have passes, both of them 
tructive of the life and happiness of the slave, so unjust were raised in nox county, CRHEBEESg: 
and unwarrantable to the master, so rife with all the hor- Alay 26 JAMES R. SMART. 
rible elements of intestine war, and so directly and The Kentucky Gazette, Lexington, and the Cin- 
wickedly ‘aimed at the destruction of the Union, that one ejnnati Republican, will please copy the above 
should think no honest mind could cherish it fora mo- five times weekly, and forward their accounts to this 
ment, until it kad been heated, inflamed and frensied by oftee,— oui sville Jadvertiser, May 23. 
the distorted pictures of its own fanatical imagination. a 

Wild, wicked and dreadful as may be the purpose of 
such agitators, the Constitution and laws seem to have 
been forgotten, as well as the respect cue to the commu- : 
nity, in an efiort to silence and suppress them. Such ; EOBAAY 
outbreakings of popular violence, it is true, have not been = Ren away from the subscriber, a negro man named 
| frequent in this region, yet they certainly took us Ly sur- TUM. He is about 35-years old; colored, not en-. 
| prise, and have evinved a spirit in these times, uniavora- tirely black, but would be termed black; is stout 
ble to the preservation of repose and good order. and well made; has a good countenanée, face being 
| ’ 0: pene r well preportioned. and has tolerably large and 
/ Badas is Judge Ii’s. opinion of abolitionists, he is no white teeth, with blunt or round nose: He dresses 
advocate for a mobocratic suppression of them. If» con- fine, and has plenty of money; he is a shoe maker 
by trade, but is apt and smart at almost anything; 
has a sear on his forehead three fourths of an inch 

The freedom of speech is a high privilege which can- long. He is fond of talking; is sensible, and has a 
not be abridged. Yet for the exercise of this privilege, great tact at making money. . 
have the constitution and laws been disregarded, andsum- — He got on board a steam boat at Memphis Tenn. 
mary punishment has been visited on offenders. last July or Atgust, and went to Cincinnati, Ohio. 
| ‘This community has been highly favored, that but lit- He can read, and, Iam informed kh» papers in his 
‘tle occasion has oceurred for such popular tumults. One possession, purporting to be given by me, authoriz- 
such occurrence produces great and lasting injury. Itis ing him to go any where, &c. which are all forged. 
not only a violation of the most sacred political instru- T have no doubt that he is now passing for a free 
, ment on earth, but enkindles a spirit, which, if encour- man in some of the free States or Canada. 
aged, must sweep, as with‘the besom of destruction, over I will give the above reward if delivered to meat 
the land. Who is safe? What is protected! What this place, or #200 if secured in any Jail, so that I 
man, what officer, what property, what temple, what tri- ean get him. Any information on the subject ad- 
bunal, what hearth, what relation? All, all must be dressed to me at Whiteville, Hardeman Co, Tenn. 
_ swept into one conmaon and mournful ruin. will be promptly attended to. 
| EDWARD D. TARVER. 
Whitesville, Tenn. May 13, 1836. 


Cominentary, No. 1. 
ublican of May 31, 1836.]} 
$130 REWARD: 


Commentary No. 2 


From the same. 


“O FDYNUAT . 
200 ARD, 


tinues thus:— 


| How stiongly does such a case show the necessity of - 

ay { 
discussing the subje.t of abolition in Ohio. Judge Tel-, : / ; 
phe ‘s aintiaile anialeemed:af-the urincinles-of de P. S. He was raised in North Carolina, by J. 
snstein is manifestly uninformed of the principles of the th Varoll 
ear ai Taylor, Esq., and belongs to a minor in this county, 
abolitionists, and the means by which they expect to ac- for woth lem eeartline 

o 


: i. ir he: “ple Q atyl tie poses. Wj . . > 1 =s ‘ - 
accomplish their benevolent and a With The Lovisville, Ky., Journal, Cincinnati Repub- 
the sound principles he has on other subjects, it is not for lican, Springfield IJ. Gazette, and Pittsburgh, Pa. 
‘amoment to be doubted, that did he know our principles, Statesman, will each insert the above three times, 
‘measures, &c., he would, at once withdraw his injurious and forward their accounts to this office for payment. 
—WNashville Republican. 


censure, 





Now, to be singled out from all the papers in a 
free State, or in a large commercial city, by the 
slave-holder, as his herald to the slave catchers in 
ifestly favorable to a restoration of good order. In the neighborhoed, ought " be regatded by an editor, 
not one paper have we seen any thing approach- who has any a een of the dignity and Te- 
ing to a palliation of the enormity lately perpetra- sponsibility of his calling, as an egregious insult. 
ted at St. Louis, in burning a human being to death, Yet does* the editor of the Republican seem to re- 
by aslow fire. Six or eight months ago, there was a gard this dirty drudgery int running down a human 
being escaping for his liberty, as not unworthy of 
himself, or of the most honerable of his subscribers 


Supremacy of the Laws, 


The signs of the times, in the free States are man- 


portion of tue Press that would not have hesitated to 
excuse, if not praise it. 
The following from the Hlinois 


correct view of the singular charge given by the late W_ publish the Report of the Judiciary Committee in 
Judge Lawless to the Grand Jury, in reference to the elation to Anti-Slavery and incendiary publications, made 
case of those who were concertied in burning McIn- before the House of Representatives, on the 30th ult— 
It is real Pennsylvania doctrine, and asserts rights which 
every freeman sheuld be proud to asscrt and maintain.— 


wub- Village Record. 


atriot, takes q and readers. 





tosh to death. 


Jupen Lawsess’ Cuatee.—The Missouri Re; 
lican of last Thursday contains a large portion of the: 
charge of Judge Lawless to the grand jury of St. Lou- 
is Co. Were this an ordinary document of its kind, 
as it was’addressed to a Jury in another “tate, it Wee 





“Nonriasrn Senriwent.”—The call to the New 
England Anti-Slavery Convention, held in Boston last 
k, is signed by 2,834 names. Of these, 


would not, of course, eli¢it any remark from this’ 1,501 belong to Mass vt é 
quarter, ‘But the principles laid down and advo-, “07 K as nea apie 
cated in it “are so singular, that we speak for it a: <61 a x ‘ on ne 
notoriety; such as no production of its species has an : aba ie 

f a2 . ‘ 4 é . 3 
éver had and our principal tegret is, that we cannot ei fs Goimnentiont. 


lay it inalbits length and breadth, before’ : ia , 
on vila ercck. ast The Middlebury Free Press thinks this list comprises 


NS wonderful coincidence in the name of the probably not. one to twenty of the abolitionists of New 
anthorand the character of the production as we England. 


eur read- 
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* S t. No one will contend for this. It is then 
* ot POETRY pr of the person to whom it is directe'l, ago 
—_— if African Slavery. States have given a solemn constitutional 


: jeans were an inferior race, still 
ise ey pakeys debase ourselves by cruelty, 
nor to use them ill, for even the beasts are entitled 
togentle treatment; besides, as far as slaves are sup- 

to be animals, they must be incapable o 
aoral accountability, and to punish them for crim- 
inal conduct, must + both absurd and cruel. 

Beattie. 
O! Does not mercy shudder to behold 
Life-freedom barter'd for a Christian’s gold! 
Yes—mark the wretch, who, torn from Congo’s sands, 
Uplifts in vain his supplicating hands: 
Cond:ma,J by pow’r, by trade’s unfeeling lust, 
Qn Freedom’s s9il to bow his neck to dust. 
Inhuman deed! with syste:natic plan, 
To sell the life—the liberty of man ! 
And say, ye statesmen, coldly, who dis2uss 
Tie fate of him who sadly suffers thus, 
Do long subjection and unceasing toil, 
The scourge, the chaias, the fetter and the soil, 
Unhinge, undo the mental frabric so, 
That nature loves habituated woe; 
That stripes are pleasures, and that men sct free 
Would weep for freedom as a misery? 
Thas, thus will Trade unconquer’d still by time, 
Raise her base voice tu cloak the hellish crim>; 
Thus will she lift the lash, and lifting smile, 
As blood-earn’d-lucre centers in her soil. 
Poor friendless Slave! though sable is thy skin, 
Thou arta .Wan—thou hast a soul within! 
Poor wretch alas! when will your woes be o’er. 
And tyrant-stripes extort the groan no more! 


Humfrey, 








CONGRESSIONAL. 


Remarks of Mr. Morvis, of Ohio. 

In Sevare, April 14, 1826—On the bill to prohibit the 

circulation cf incendiary publications through the 
mails, 


Mr. President: I understood the Senator from Connec- 
ticut to say, in the course of his remarks, that if the 
amendment he offered should be adopted by the Senate, 
still he could not, consistently with his views on the sub- 
ject, vote for the final passage of the bill. If such are 
his suggestions, I regret, that he has offered the amend- 
ment, for I think it but just that he should leave the bill 
in the hands of its friends, who approve its principles, and 
permit them, to make it as perfect as possible, according to 
their judgment, before they present it to us for oar fina! 
vote on the question of its passage. 
both to the bill and the amendment, upon the broad prin- 
ciples that its passage would be an abuse of the legitimate 
power of Congress, its detatls are to my mind, of but 
little im;o-tance, for I cannot possibly see any shape 
in which the principle contained both in the amend- 
ment and the bill, could be presented to my under- 
standing that would induce me to vote for it; yet I hold 
it to be fair and correct legislation, especially in so impor- 
tant a matter as thi, that the friends of the bill should, in 
its progress, have the entire management; and, on my 
part, I should b@ glad that no obstacle was thrown in their 
way, and I beg leave to suggest to my honorable friend 
from Connecticut, to withdraw his amendment, and per- 
mit the bill to travel on to its final passage by those who 
introduced it. 

Sir, I have said that I] was opposed to the bill ; it con- 
templates the exercise of a new power or powers, ina new 
form, over the Post-Office and mails of the United States; 
and if the powcr contemplated be not constitutional, it is, 
to my mind, a most danzcrous abuse. “ Congress shall 
have power to establish post offices and post roads.” Those 
words as used in the Consiitution, have an evident refer- 
ence to an existing s‘ate of things, and the use for which 
post offi :es and post roads was inteaded—for the purpose 
of a free intercommunication of thoughts and opinions 
betwee. the citizens of d.fferent parts of the country; and 
was deemed of so much importance, that the power to 
provide for its safety was vested in Congress; and the 
words “to establish,” were uscd to denote, that Congress 
had the power to fix, unalterably and immovably, beyond 
the interferance of any State power, the entire operations 
of the Post Office, and the travel of the mail throughout 
every part of ourextended Republic. The Post Office 
establishment was not intended as an attribute of the 
power of government, but as a means by which that power 
should be exercised for the benefit of citizens individually, 
by providing a channel offree and full co.nmunication 
het veen them, though residing in different sections of the 
country; and that their letters, papers, or pamphlets, should 
pass without any hinderance or molestation from state au- 
thority. This priaciple has never been considered as a 
proper charge on the revenue of the country, but Congress 
have provided that it shall be supported and paid for by 
those who use it; Congress being vested with its manage- 
ment, and guaranteeing its support and fidelity. The 
use of the mail then, is in the nature of a reserved right, 
with which no law ought to interfere. It is not, then, a 
Geyernment machine exclusively, which Congress can 


withdraw. at pleasure, or render nugatory by the acts of 


its officers; but Conzress have the power to regulate the 
expenses of the department and fix its income, so that the 
Government shall at no time be subject to, or chargeable 
with, any expense of the establishment; and the postage 
has, froin time to time, been regulated accordingly. 

It is true that the mail is a great convenience, and pro- 
bably a necessary appendage to the government; but I 
consider this not to be the first and most important object; 
it is second to the safety of intercommunication between 
the cit'zens of this extensive republic. Though this was 


the primary object, yet Congress has, in the regulation of 


the mail, levied a tax on those who make use of this priv- 
ilege t» the full extent of all the purposes of government, 
by the exercise of the franking privilege. I sometimes 
qu ‘stioa the correctness of this frauking power, while the 
government does not contribute any thing towards the 
support of the Post-Office establishment, because it is in 
the nature of a direct tax in the rates of postage, which 
is levied upon those only who use the mail, while all such 
taxes ouzht to be appropriated amongst the States accord- 
ing to their respective numbers. But, sir, i. is not neces- 
sary for the purpose I have in view, to examine this point. 
That Congress have power to regulate the mail, and pre- 
scribe what shall be carried therein, I do not deny; but I in- 
sist that this power is confined to the material,not to the mor- 
al matter to be conveyed. Congress can prescribe the weight, 
the bulk, and the kind of material which shall not be con- 
veyed by mail, but the material must be judged by its out- 
ward appearance alone, and not by breaking any envelop- 
ment or seal for the purpose of ascertaining this fact; for 
instance, no postmaster would be bound to put into the 
mail a piece of sheet iron or tin of the shape or size of a 


common letter, even oi the payment of postage according | 


to established rates; and why not? because it is the usual 
means of conveying mental property only, and because 
its very texture would tend to the destruction of papers 
and documents which the mail was designed to convey, 
and which is its legitimate business; but if even an ar- 
article of 8 above kind was carefully folded in the usual 
paper envelops, sealed, directed, and put into the post-of- 
fice, it would be a dangerons exercise of power indeed to 
permit a deputy post-master to refuse its conveyance in 
the mail, because he should judge it improper matter.— 
But, sir, I would say to the Senator from Connecticut, 


that his amendment affords no redeeming quality to the 294 unjust towards us, that the gentleman should 


dangerous principles of this bill, b See | not be satisfied, but still require of us another con- 
Pl ee ee dition, that we should acknowledge that slavery is! 


tions to post-masters in the slave-holding States. Can we, 
can tess, take from any citizen in such State, any 
personal right or privilege; or regulate, under any circum- 
stances, the manner of this engagement! T should think 
not. Suppose aletter, package, or even a pictorial repre- 
sentation, folded and directed in the usual manner, and put 
into any post office in the United States; I wend ask the 
gentleman whose pragerty or letter that is? Does it re- 
main the property ofMim who deposited it? I think not. 
And though a post-master might, as a mere act of courtesy 
permit the depositor to take it back from the mail, yet be 
‘would not be bound to do so, because it is his sworn duty 
to forward all packages, which, in their common outward 
appearance, are such as are commonly sent by the mail.— 
Is a letter or when left in a post-olfice, the pro- 
perty of the United States or post-office department?— 


Opposed myself 


will convey it to him, without permitting its we ae vat 
inspected or suffering it in any degree = ca 
tained or injured beyond what must necessarily take p 

= Sir, what would be thought of the honor or honesty of 


f| an individual who would receive a letter or printed docu- 


ment under # general or special promise that he would de- 
liver it safely to the person to whom it was directed, and 
should afterwards retain or destroy it, because he should 
be of the opinion that it contained offensive matter? Ev- 
ery honorable mind can furnish a ready answer. And 
| what, sir, shall be thought of the honor of this govern- 
; ment, which after having declared that “ the right of the 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, PAPERS, and 
| efiects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, should 

not be violated,” and that no State shall pass any law im- 
pairing the obligation of contracts: who, after having re- 
| ceived into its possession, for the purpose of carriage and 
‘safe delivery, the papers and property of one of its citi- 
zens—for printed publications and letters are property, as 
: well as papers—sufler this property to be seized and de- 
tained, by the most unreasonable of all means, that of the 
, belief of a post-master, that it contained something touch- 
‘ing the subject of slavery? or permit the States, by any 
| law or regulation thereof, to violate, or rather impair the 
obligation of the contract on the part of the United States, 
| for the delivery, as well as that existing between the per- 
‘son who sent, and him who pays for, the publication or 
| document, and for its transportation ? Sir, the very thought 
| that this government is, or ever will be, disposed to listen 
‘to a regulation of this kind, must, in my humble judg- 
ment, mect with the most decided disapprobation of the 
great majority of the American people. We, sir, fre- 
quently lose sight of our argument, by attempting to ex- 
tend it too much into generalities; the mind, by attempt- 
ing to embrace too many ideas, is apt to become confused. 
I will, then, make a single case for an illustration of the 
subject; and I will take one as strong as the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina could desire. 

Suppose I and a citizen of the gentleman’s own 
State, should see proper to subscribe and pay for a 
New York abolition paper, or the proceedings of an 
abolition society. These tracts, by the laws of N. 
York, are legitimate property, and he would violate 
no law, either human or divine, in making such pur- 
chase. The United States has an establishment, 
the post-office, by which the government has given 
a general notice, that all property of this kind shall 
be conveyed for a given price. He pays that price, 
and his property, thus purchased, is sent to the post 
office in New York for that purpose; and, according 
to the gentleman’s theory, this property is to be seiz- 
ed by an officer of this government, without warrant, 
detained on mere suspicion, or with a knowledge of 
its contents, I care not which, and without the know- 
ledge of the person to whom it belongs—and finally 
destroyed; and that, too, in the very face of these 
sacred pledges, given in the Constitution for the in- 
violability of its contracts, and the security of the 
papers thus sent. I should tremble for the liberties 
of my country, could I suppose, for a moment, that 
Congress would adopt a principle of this kind; the 
very Suggestion, coming from the quarter it does, is 
sufficient, to give alarm. But, sir, permit me to turn 
the tables on the gentleman. He, too, has had with- 
in his State a proceeding which caused much excite- 
ment both within and without the State, I mean the 
attempt to nullify acts of Congress on the subject of 
the tariff. I assure the gentleman, that I do not 
mention this with any unkind feelings whatever. If, 
in that excitement, societies had been formed, and 
publications made in the State, for instance in which 
I reside, in aid of the doctrine contended for by the 
gentleman and his friends in South Carolina; | ask 
the gentleman what he would have thought and said, 
if an act of Congress had been passed to prevent 
the proceedings of those societies, and such publi- 
cations in newspapers, from being sent by mail to 
any citizen of South Carolina? Sir, [ have no doubt, 
he would have condemned the government in the 
most strong and emphatic manner, for the bare at- 
tempt to thus embargo public opinion; but we are 
now called upon in the most impressive manner, to 
sustain a like measure, by the provisions of the bill 
now before us; a bill new in its character, unthought 
of by any former Congress, and, in my opinion, 
well calculated to produce more excess and wide 
spread discontent throughout the country, than any 
measure that has been submitted to the considera- 
tion of this body, since the existence of the govern- 
ment. And pray upon what ground is this extraor- 
dinary call made upon our judgment, addressed to 
our feelings, aud I had almost said, in despite of 
our patience? It is upon the ground that the general 
government is bound to respect the laws of the 
States, to aid in their execution, and-to permit its 
own officers, in the discharge of their duties, as re- 
quired by acts of Congress, to be subject to the 
control of State laws, and liable to punishment for 
th: performance of those very duties. 

- And it is further insisted that slavery is a domes- 
tic or State regulation; that the property of the master 
in his slave is guaranteed by the constitution of the 
United States, and that itis the duty of Congress 
to provide by law, in obedience to the slaveholding 
States, or any of them, that no pamphlet, newspa- 
per, handbill, or other paper printed or written, or 
pictoral representation, touching the subject of slave- 
ry, shall be sent into any State, Territory, or dis- 
trict, whereby the laws of such State, Territory or 
district, their circulation is prohibited. Sir, the 
whole doctrine 1s founded in error; that fatal error, 
which would subject the laws of Congress to the 
different policy of twenty-four States, and thus en- 
tirely destroy the usefulness and benefits which this 
Government was intended and is calculated to ad- 
minister. In support of this strange, wild and vis- 
ionary doctrine, we, the free States 1 mean, are call- 
ed on to put the gag into the mouths of our citizens, 
to declare that they have no right to talk, to preach, 
or to pray upon the subject of slavery; that we must 
put down societies who meet for such pursoses; 
that we shall not be permitted to send abroad our 
thoughts or our opinions on the abstract question of 
slavery; that the very liberty of thought, of speech, 
and of the press, shall be so embarrassed, as to be 
in many instances denied us, and if not entirely pro- 
hibited, rendered in a great degree useless. All 
this is required to be done by an act of Government, 
out of respect to laws of one or more of the slave- 
holding States. Sir, I deny the whole argument, 
and all its interferences, with but one single excep- 
tion; and it is that which declares that slavery is a 
domestic cr State regulation. While I freely ad- 
mit this as my opinion, as my vote on the admission 
of Arkansas into the Union will prove, and although 
I may view slavery as a moral and political evil, 
yet while we assure our brethren of the South and 
| Slaveholding States, in the spirit of truth and can- 
dor, that we have no power to interfere with their 
domestic regulations, and that our sense of the mor- 
al wrong cannot excuse us for a breach of our politi- 
cal duties imposed on us by our consent, with a full 
knowledge of their condition; and that under our so- 

iJ . . 
cial compact, we would be bound to aid them in the} 
suppression of any insurrection, whether servile or 
free, that should become too powerful for their own 





| 





| laws; if, after all these assurances made by us; and I , 


J repeat it, with the utmost candor,—I think it unkind ; 
| 


guaranteed by the constitution of the United States; 
‘and though I have heard that doctrine often repeat-| 
‘ed, I have heard no express denial, a denial which I: 
now venture to make in this Senate, and before the 
American people; and on behalf of the State I in 
part represent here, as well as myse!f, I enter my 
most solemn protest against it. This is the impor- 
tant point in this whole controversy, and on it] wish 
so to express myself, not-only that I may be under- 
stood, but that it may be, as far as 1 am able to make 
it, impossible to misunderstand me. I deny that the 
right ofepro rty is guaranteed by the constitution 
of the United States, or that the right of the master 
to the slave as property, is founded on, or sfrom, 


that instrument. Property in slaves, as well as oth- 
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er things, is a mere creature of law, and in this coun- 
try it is entirely the creature of State laws. The 
words slave or slavery, is not to be found in the 
constitution of the United States; and by a bare per- 
usal of that instrament, without a knowledge of the 
past, no one would suppose that slavery existed in 
any form in this Republic. Yet 1 am willing to 
admit, that the constitution was formed with a 
knowledge existing in its framers, that slavery did 
in fact exist in the different States; yet the slaves is 
treated as a person, not a thing; and asa person, not 
as property, is represented in Congress. Hence 
provision is made in the constitution of the United 
States, that no person who is held to service or lu- 
bor in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping 
into another, shell, in consequence of any Jaw or re- 
gulation therein, he discharged from service or labor, 
but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to 
whom such labor or service is due. ‘This provision 
of the constitution of the United States only recog- 
nizes the existence of persons held to service or la- 
bor, under the laws of a State, and in its application 
would be understood to meana white as well as a coi- 
ored person, and one held to labor a term of years, 
as well as a slave for life; and I cannot consent that 
this provision disprove the position 1 assume—that 
the constitution of the United States does not guar- 
antee the right of property in slaves; yet I have 
heard this so often and so earnestly asserted, that I 
begin to feel some concern, that, should this doc- 
trine remain much longer without being contradic- 
ted, it might become the settled doctrine of the 
country, and produce the most mischievous conse- 
quences to the non-slaveholding Sta‘es; for if it be 
true, and can be maintained, the hororable Senator 
from South Carolina, or any other gentleman, may 
bring his hundreds or thousands of slaves into 
the State of Ohio, cause them to labor there as long 
as shall suit his convenience, and withdraw them at 
pleasure, and no law or regulation of my State, no, 
not even the constitutional prohibition against slave- 
ry, could reach his case, or afford us any security 
against this innovation, for the constitution in the 
United States, and the laws of Congress made in 
pursuance thereof, shall be, or is, the supreme law 
of the land, and the judges of every State are bound 
thereby; and any thing in the constitution cr laws of 
any State to the contrary notwithstanding. It seems 
to me, that the free States have a thousand times 
more just cause for fear and Alarm, while gentle- 
men so strongly assert their constitutional right 
to their slaves, that they will attempt to intro- 
duce slavery into the free States, than the slave- 
holding States have that we shall attempt to in- 
terfere in any manner with the question of slave- 
ry, as settled by the laws of their own States. 
They are attempting to overwhelm us by the pow- 
er of this Government, while we deny the right of 
Congress or the Legislature of any State to inter- 
fere with the internal regulations or police of anoth- 
er State; but, while we deny this nower of legal ac- 
tion, we contend that no institution of any State, or 
of this Government, can, or ought to be exempt 
from the moral power of public opinion; that power 
by which the whole fabric of our institutions ought 
to live, move and have its being. If the argument 
as to the constitutional question of the right of pro- 
perty in persons be sacred and inviolable, it is cer- 
tainly much more stronger and more forcible when 
applied to property in things; and although a State 
might by penal enactments endeavor to prevent 
any person from bringing into its jurisdiction, for 
use, or for sale, playing cards, or gambling ma- 
chines of any description, yet as these articles 
might be considered property, and the right of the 
owner secured under the constitution of the United 
States, such penal enactments would be vain and 
useless attempts. A state of things of this kind 
would be deplorable indeed, and one to which, I 
think the people of the United States would not long 
and tameiy submit. Yet if these things were man- 
ufactured in a sister State, held and recognised as 
valuable property there, our condition would be far 
worse. Should Congress, by the exercise of her 
power, attempt to prevent us from speaking, wri- 
ting, printing, publishing and forming societies, for 
the exercise of all our moral power, in order to in- 
duce the people of our sister States to refrain from 
such practices? and of sending by mail all such 
proceedings, in order to influence them to abandon 
their pursuits, by proving that they were both moral 
and politica! evils? Yet such is thedoctrine of the 
bill before us; a plain exposition of which is its best 
refutation. 


There has been another topic constantly connect- 
ed with this subject, that if abolition societies and 
papers were not put down, and incendiary publica- 
cations (as they are called here) prevented from be- 
ing sent into the slaveholding States, that the Un- 
ion must and would be dissolved, and that she 
was sufficiently able todo so: 1 regret, as I have 
before expressed myscif, on another subject, that I 
so often hear this threat of a dissolution of the Un- 
ion; itis, however, a vain and idle threat, calculated 
to do no good, but may do some mischief. We are 
sometimes spoken of as a family of States, and the 
allusion is not an inappropriate one. What family, 
I would ask, could long continue in harmony, if 
any one of its members, on the least dissatisfaction 
of the general economy pursued, should always be 
found declaring, that he or she would dissolve the 
Union of the family, or secede from it altogether? 
No family could long continue happy and pros- 
perous under such a state of things; nor could 
partners in business ever be successful, or labor to- 
gether in peace, if one of them should, on every 
slight occurrence, which he did not approve, make 
a like threat. For my own part I should always be 
disposed to believe, that persons who make such 
threats, desire what they threaten, and that their 
continuance in the family or firm, instead of being 
a benefit, is always an injury to the remaining 
members. Dissolve the Union! Who has the 
right to do this?’ No State or individual has either 
the moral or constitutional right to dissolve or re- 
cede from the Union for any cause. A man may at- 
tempt revolution, and may commit treason against 
his country, but whether he may finally receive 
the reward of the traitor or the patriot may de- 
pend on the final issue of the contest. The Union 
of these States cannot be dissolved but by the con- 
sent of the people, toa change in their Government, 
in the manner provided by the constitu.ion of the 
couptry. States or individuals will never be per- 
mitted to do it; forif there exists in the American 
bosom, one principle of patriotism, more strong than 
another, it is that of an attachment to the Union. 
This principle is so deeply seated in the hearts of 
our countrymen, that it cannot be shaken; and the 
Union must and will be preserved. All threats of 
dissolution, as I before said, are vain and illusory; 
for they never can, they never will, be carried into 
execution. 


This question like most others agitated here, has 
not been suffered to pass by, without an allusion to 
party. We have been told that such is the influ- 
ence of party discipline, that in the very eye of the 
gentleman, rests one, who, by raising his finger; 
could muster the party to a vote. Insinuations of 
this kind, I, for one cast behind me, the country 
will judge of theircorrectness. It is said, however, 
that the President in his annual message, recom- 
mended a measure of this kind; and it is strange 
that his party’should now falter. I follow party 
where the constitution and principle lead; and when | 
men attempt to take their place, I halt. 1 support. 
the administration party, because I am a firm beliey- | 
er in the great principles which govern them; and I 
endeavor to sustain them in all ininor and for nal 
points. For the sake of those principles, I sustain 
the President to the best of my abilities, because I 
believe he has done more for the liberty of his coun- 
try, and to place his administration upon the basis 
of ths Government and public opinion, than any man 
living. That he may sometimes err, ishuman. That 
his most ardent friends may sometimes think him in 
error, when, in truth he is not, is natural to expect. 
But that this honest difference of opivion'ehoulp af. 





vide them, his opposers need not hope for; that he 
has recomnitnded that postmasters and officers of 
this Government should arrest the passage through 
the mail of publications of any kind, as _contempla- 
ted in this bill, I do not und eeianat Pet he ro jg 
the propriety of passing such a Jaw as would pro- 

hibit, under severe penalties, the circulation in the 

Southern states, through the mail, of incendiary pub- 

lications intended to instigate the slaves to insur- 

rection—not barely a publication touching the sub- 

ject of slavery. With great respect to this recom- 

‘mendation, or-rather suggestion, cannot give it my 

support; to punish injuries done to individuals, be- 
longs exclusively to the States; they have ample 

security in their own power to punish any person in 

their jurisdiction who may read or distribute any 
publication which their laws may prohibit, but they 

cannot reach the post office, or the post master, for 
its delivery as directed, because such act is under 
a paramount authority. I, for one, doubt, strongly 
doubt, the power of Congress to provide by law for 
the punishment of any act, as a criminal offence, but 
those especially enumerated in the constitution; 
and I can find but few such grants, such as counter- 
feiting the securities and current coin of the United 
States, the punishment of piracies and felonies com- 
mitted on the high seas, offences against the law of 
nations, and treason against the United States. It 
will readily be perceived that I confine my doubts 
to punishments to be inflicted in consequence of 
judgments by the civil tribunals of the country, 
rendered in courts of justice. Whether in my course 
here, or elsewhere, on this or any oth2r measure, 
I have no guide but party, I cannot suffer the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina to be my sole judge. 
There is another and hisher tribunal betore which 
I must and am willing to answer; and to whose 
just judgment I wil! most cheerfully submit my 
opposition to this bill. 


Report. 


Of the Judiciary Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives,[ Pa.] on the subject of Abolition Societies 
and Incentiary Publications. 


Mr. Srevens—Chairman. 


The committee on the judiciary system, to whom 
was referred the message of the Governor, trans- 
mitting resolutions of the legislatures of the states 
of Virginia, Kentucky, and Mississippi, on the sub- 
je +t of abolition societies and ‘incendiary’ publica- 
tions made report— 

That the resolutions of the legislature of Virginia, 
(with which those of the other states named accord,) 
assert; 
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resolution to that effect, and present it to that body, 
would be scoffed at and thrown under the table, 
(He spoke at length, as did also many other gentle. 
men, Put I shall be obliged to make the remarks 
short, in order to bring them within my limits.) 
Mr. M’Giffin was of opinion, that the gentleman 
from the city had been informed of the concoction 
of the report, and prepared himself for the occasion. 
What, said he, are we asked to do on the oceasion? 
To give our sanctioff to a report, by printing an ex- 
tra quantity, thereby casting another firebrand into 
the community, already too much excited upon this 
subject. He therefore asked for a postponement of 
the question, and in doing so, that we might panse 
and deliberate _— what he thought a very impor- 
tant question. He was followed by Messrs. Cox, 
Stevens, Oliver, Walker and Ewing, when the 
question was taken on the printing, which was dis- 
agreed to, and finally postponed until Wednesday 
next, and ordered that the usual number of copies 
for the members be printed. 





Texas, 
FACTS AND SUGGESTIONS. 

In a recent speech, in Congress, Mr. J. Q, Adams 
made the subjoined disclosuras and suggestions, 

‘But one word more: he had shown the House 
that we had in prospect a Mexican, an Indian, and 2 
Negro war, raging upon all our borders—most de- 
fenceless horders—which we are now endeavouring 
to prop up with some support. There was another 
country to which the voice of liberty has acharm 
quite as powerful as it has here, with this addition, 
that it extends that feeling of liberty to all races—to 
all conditions and colors. ‘That country has set you 
an example whithin the la-t two years of proclaiming 
freedom to their slaves in the very vicinity of your 
own country. Aye, that is the country for fanatics, 
for abolitionist; and that country, furthermore, has a 
sentiment of jealousy with respect to your power 
which will suggest to them another question besides 
that of slavery as connected with this territory, which 
it is proposed with such promptitude to admit into 
the Union Before you admit that teriitory into the 
Union, you will have to ask the permission of Great 
Britain. Take my word for it you will have to do so. 
And, upon this occasion he would say, some little 
reflection ought to be taken. If the U. States should 
annex Texas to her territory, time was very near 
when she would have the island of Cuba. And even 
that question had not been one altogether unconsid- 
ered. He knew when propositions were actually 
made from the island of Cuba to the U.S. to be in- 
dependent, and asked to be annexed to our Union, 





Ist. “That this commonwealth (Virginia) only 
has the right to control or interfere with the sub- 
ject of domestic slavery within its limits: and that 
this right will be maintained at all hazards.” 

The committee readily grant that none of the 
other states or Congress, has any right by Jlegis/a- 
tion, to interfere with, or control domestic slavery 
within the slave holding states. That 1s prohibi- 
ted by the constitution of the United: States. 
are they aware, that any of the states, or citizens 
thereof, or Congress, claim such right. But the 
committee cannot coneede that individual freemen 
are, or can be prohibited from discussing the ques- 
tion of slavery, in al! its bearings upon the mofali- 
ty, religion and happiness of a people, and the ex- 
pediency and duty of abolishing it by constitutional 
means. 

2d Resolution. ‘That the state of Virginia hasa 
right to claim prompt and efficient legislation by her 
co-states to restrain, as far as may be, and to punish 
those of her citizens who, in defiance of their social 
duty and that of the constitution, assail her safety 
and tranquility, by forming associations for the abo- 
lition of slavery, printing, publishing and circulating 
seditious or incendiary publications, designed, cal- 
culated, or having a tendency to operate on her po- 

yulation; and that this right, founded as it is on in- 
ternational law. is peculiarly fortified by a just 
consideration of the intimate and sacred relations 
which exist between the states of this Uni-n.” 
The 5th resolution asserts—“That Congress 
has no power to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia, or the territories of the United States.’’ 

The 6th declares—*That this general assembly 
would regard any act of Congress, having for its ob- 
ject the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, or the territories of the United States, as 
affording just cause of alarm to the slave-holding 
states, and bringing the Union intoimminent peril.” 

The committee are compelled, by a sense of duty 
which they owe to Pennsylvania as a sovereign and 
independent state, and to themselves as freemen, 
to deny the right of Virginia, or any other state, to 
claim from us any legislation of the character re- 
ferred to in these resolutions, Every citizen of the 
non-slaveholding states, has a right freely to think 
and publish his thoughts on any subject of national 
or state policy. Norcanhe be compelied to con- 
fine his remarks to such subjects, as affect only the 
state in which he resides. Without regard to the 
place of his residence, he may attempt to show that 
the usury laws of New York or Pennsylvania, or 
the laws regulating negro slavery in Virginia or 
Mississippi, are immoral and unjust, and injurious 
to the prosperity and happiness of the respective 
states: his arguments may be weak, foolish and 
false, but it would be tyranny to prohibit their 
promulgation. Could any other state maintain 
the right to claim from us such a legislation, we 
and our citizens would be reduced to a vassalage 
but little less degrading than that of the Slaves 
whose condition we assert the right to discuss. 
Nor can we yield our assent to the opinion that 
congress does not possess the right to abolish 
slavery within the District of Columbia and the ter- 
ritories of the United States. No such prohibition 
is to be found in the constitution of the United 
States. But the unrestricted right to legislate for 
them is expressly granted. 

Possessing such right, it would seem to be a_re- 
proach upon our national legislature not to have 
exercised it heretofore. Slavery not only exists 
within the district over which Congress has exclu- 
sive jurisdiction, but it is understood to be an ex- 
tensive market for the sale of slaves. To witnéss 
droves of human beings, bound together with iron 
fetters, and lashed forward to hopeless servitude, by 
freemen, descanting loudly and boastfully on the 
blessing of liberty, is a moral anomaly, which fails 
to shock only because of its familiarity. 

The committee forbear to notice those parts of 
the resolutions which seem to imply a 1-enance, if 
the non-slave holding states should not comply with 
the wishes of the slave-holding states on the subject, 
as it can hardly be believed that they were intended 
to bear such construction. The committee report 
the followiug resolutions. 

Resolved, That the slave holding states alone, 
have the right to regulate and control domestic 
slavery within their limits. 

Resolved, That Congress does possess the con 
Stitutional power, and it is expedient to abolish 
slavery and the slave trade, within the District of 
Columbia. ; 

Mr. Reed moved that 1000 copies in English, and 
1000 copies in the German language, be printed for 
the use of the members. He hoped that the report 
and resolutions would be circulated. They embod- 
ied sentiments which he approved, and which his 
constituents would respond to with approbation. 
He said that Pennsylvania has always taken a fair 
open and candid stand in opposition: to slavery—it 
was one of the principles which its founder had 
placed as its foundation. Pennsylvania, he said, 
had never interfered beyond the limits of her own 
jurisdiction in the slave question. He alluded to 
the resolution lately passed by Congress ‘o suppress 
petitions to that body. Never, said he, mas a more 
infamous or unconstitutional resolution been adop- 
ted, than during the last week. They have de- 
cided that no memorial shall be read, petition- 
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upon pretty advantageous terms, too. They were 
not satisfied to be considered as one state—they 
| would have at least four, if not six members in the 
other branch of this building ‘That proposition, how- 
ever, was not accepted; and tiere was a reciprocal 
| understanding with her that she should not belone 
to Great Britain, " 

At the time he referred to, there were two great 
| revolutionary parties in the Island—one which was 
extremely anxious to belong to the United States, 
‘and the other to Great Britain. And he believed 
| there were propositions made to her, though he could 
;not say for a certainty that they were. All this took 
'place just prior to Ferdinand VII being restored to 
the throne of Spain. The people then had undoubt- 
edly, according to all the principles of the rights of 
men, aright to form what alliance they chose—to 
ask an admission into the Union, or the protection 
of Great Britain. ‘There was a British and an Amer- 
ican party in Cuba; and, he repeated, he knew that 
propositions were made, and he had no doubt that 
| propositions were made to England, and to France 
ieee It happened precisely at the moment when 
the French government had sent a squadron to cruize 
in the West India seas; and so alarmed was Mr. 
Canning, a Minister at that time, at this mere cir- 
cumstance, that he sent a peremptory order to France 
to know what was the object of that squadron, and to 
tell her in distinct words that the squadron must not 
go and attack Cuba. And the same communication 
was made on the part of the United States, in a frank 
manner, to Great Britain, thit she was not to take 
possession of Cuba; and yet, at that very time, se- 
cret advices were received by the government of the 
United States, stating that there existed an intention 
on the part of Great Britain, to take possession of 
Cuba. 

*] say,’ continued Mr. Adams, ¢ you will have an 
account to settle with Great Brivain, and Great Bri- 
tain will not allow you to have Texas at all. And 
at any rate, if you have it, you shall take it wihout 
slaves, and be compelled to respect the abolition of 
slavery which has been extended throughout her col- 
onies, and this war of yours will be considered by 
that government, an infernal and abominable war— 
And depend upon it, if you get into a war with her 
on account of Texas, it will be one of the most pop- 
ular wars she has ever waged against any nation.— 
{ have supposed this war might happen within 
twelve months—and I do say that you have already 
given great cause for it to happen, by authorising 
the aggression of the territory of this monster and 
of his country. 

The honorable member proceeded to say that 
much had been said about the superiority of Anglo- 
Saxon blood. Weil, he added, it might happen 
they would have Anglo-Saxons to meet. For if a 
war should take place, they would be found in num- 
bers near the Gulf of Mexico. What then, he ask- 
ed, would become of our frontier, large and extend- 
ed as it would be, by the territory of Texas? He 
stated that one of the great reasons why the bound- 
ary of the Sabine was accepted by the president of 
the U. States in 1819, was because it was his opin- 
ion that unless the United States possessed thie 
rivers of Florida as well as the territory, we should 
not be secure. ‘That was precisely General Jack- 
son’s opinion. He pointed out to him (Mr. A.) that 
so long as the rivers of Florida were not in our pos- 
session, the territory would be entirely defenceless. 
He should be glad to know if General Jackson re- 
collected that now? and notwithstanding his (Mr. 
A.’s) veracity had been settled by his ambassador. 
It was the opinion of Mr. Monroe that we had a ti- 
tle beyond the Mississippi. He (Mr. A.) did not 
say that, to every one, but Mr. Monroe said that to 
him. 

Mr. A. farther remarked, that whether the war 
was brought about by Santa Anna, or by the mighty 
power of man-jobbers, yet, whether 'l'exas was to 
belong to us or not, or be an independent state, was 
yet to be settled, and this country would have to 
deal with others besides Santa Anna and three and 
twenty Mexican states, and our negroes and Indians. 
Mr. A, next adverted to our Indian policy, and then 
concluded with stating that he should vote for the 
bill, 




















BOOKS. 
For Sate at the Anti-Slavery Depository, in Cincinnati. 


Channing on Slavery, 
Jay’s Inquiry, 
Mrs. Child’s Appeal, 
Stroud’s Sketches of the Slave Laws, 
Life of Granville Sharp, 
Memoirs of Wilberforce, 
Memoirs of Phillis Wheatley, 
Right and Wrong in Boston, 
Fountain. 
Cin. June 3, 1836. 


PAMPHLETs. 


For Sate at the Anti-Slavery Depository in Cincinnati- 


Proceedings of the Rhode Island Convention, held in 
Providence on the 2d, 3d, and 4th days of Feb. 1836. _ 
Fourth Annual Report of the Massachusetts, Antl- 
Slavery Society, —Jan, 1836. 


Anti-Slavery Catechism, 

Evils and Cure of Slavery, 

Authentic Anecdotes of American Slavery, 

Reports ofthe American Anti Slavery Society, &c. &¢- 








ing for the abolition of slavery within the walls 
of the Capitol, and if this Legislature should pass a 


Cin. June 3, 1836. 








